
How to Revise in Geography! 
 

1) Self-assessment  
Start your revision with a self-assessment of what you already confidently know, what you 

need to review and what you need to cover again. 

 

How to use in Geography  

Using the PLC on the shared area, RAG rate your skills for each area of the specification.  

As you plan your revision prioritise the red content first, review the amber next and leave 

the green content until last, thus ensuring you focus on the content you struggled with first. 

 

2) Be organised!  
Distributed revision and interleaving of topics (switching between topics) is proven to have 

high impact on memory. Create yourself a revision plan, not just for Geography, include all 

of your subjects. 

 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Geography English Lang. Maths Physics English Lit. 

Spanish Product Design Business Studies Chemistry Biology 

 

Then break down the subject into topics, try interleaving the topics so you switch between 

topics rather than blocking each topic and not coming back to it for some time.   

 

How to use in Geography 

Break the papers into topic blocks. Rather than covering each topic once and moving onto 

the next try to interleave them like below. 

 

1 hour break 1 hour break 1 hour 

Coasts  Tectonic hazards  Climatic hazards 

Rivers  Rivers  Coasts 

Tectonic hazards  Climatic hazards  Rivers 

Climatic hazards  Coasts   Tectonic hazards 

   

 

3) Flashcards  
Probably the simplest of methods to help you to recall knowledge.   

Create cards with questions on one side and answers on the other. You may choose to 

colour code your cards based on topic or content.   

For example, you may want to make all of the cards associated with physical processes blue, 

case study content yellow, key terms green and so on.   

 

 



How to use in Geography  

Key Terms – test your knowledge of definitions and examples Case Studies – revise the facts, 

stats and specifics  

Processes – draw a diagram and write a description  

Narrative – create to show the formation of landforms, order of events, such as the cause, 

consequence and response to hazards  

Command terms – command term and description 

 

4) Revision Clock 
This method involves you breaking your topic down over a 1-hour period. You’ll need an A3 

sheet and a clock image in the centre. Split the sheet into 5 or 10-minute chunks. Give each 

section a focus from the topic. Spend no longer than the time designated to each section on 

that part of the topic.    

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5) Visual Revision  
This method involves you transforming your notes into a visual format.  Whether this be 

putting the subject content into a graphic organiser such as a Venn diagram, a mind map, 

chain diagram, infographic or a sequential thinking model, the key idea is to make it visual to 

allow you to draw links between stages, content and images.   

When you have the same information in words and visuals it gives you two ways of 

remembering the information later on.   
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Venn diagrams - compare and contrast e.g. consequences of a hazard in an developed and 

developing country  

Flow or chain diagram –  outline a process or sequence e.g. formation of a landform, cause 

and consequences of an event  

Mind Map – organise and link content Infographic – use to summarise key points e.g. case 

study facts, stat and specifics  

Storyboard – narrative e.g. cause and consequence of an event, factors influencing 

migration etc.   

 

6) Retrieval  
This method involves testing what you know. The effort to remember something helps to 

strengthen your memory.   

Create quizzes to test yourself and your friends. Types of quizzes may include multiple 

choice, true or false or odd one out. 

Try writing down all that you remember on a topic before reviewing your notes. 

 

How to use in Geography  

 

There are a range of quizzes on Kahoot for Edexcel B – get together in a group and challenge 

each other.  

The Edexcel B revision cards have questions on the bottom on each one – work with a 

partner to test each other’s knowledge. 

 

7) Review. Practice. Check  
This method requires you to make use of exam style questions, whether they be past paper 

questions, sample paper questions or exam style questions created by your teacher.   

Start by reviewing subject content. Choose what to revise based upon your self-assessment 

at the end of each topic.  

Apply what you reviewed to suitable exam questions.   

Finally check your answer/s, use the mark scheme to self-assess. Then if it’s not perfect 

redraft; this can be done immediately or at a later date.   
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1. Use a model answer from the teacher, pull it apart and identify the key parts. Then 

answer a similar question and try to replicate.  

2. Review content then complete practice questions in timed conditions. Afterwards use 

your notes to correct / improve your answer. A week later, redo a similar question or 

repeat as necessary. 

SAMs and mark schemes can be found on the Edexcel Website, or speak to your teacher. 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/geography-b-2016  

The Edexcel Revision Workbook and Revision Guide are also useful for this – page numbers 

in each correspond.  

 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/geography-b-2016


8) Knowledge Organisers  
This method involves you creating a summary of the topics into just the ‘need to know’ 

information.  Forget the fluff. What must you really know? You will be given ready-made 

ones of these throughout the year by your teacher – make use of them!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Revision guides, workbooks and flashcards are available to 

purchase at a discounted rate from the school library – please 

place your order with Mrs Sanderson.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Finally, remember… 

Look after yourself! Give yourself a break, keep up your hobbies, get 

plenty of sleep and eat healthily! 

Revision guide 

and workbook 

£3 each 

Revision cards 

£3.70 


