
 HEADTEACHER’S UPDATE 
Welcome to the first edition of our academy newsletter for 
the 2018-19 academic year.  I hope you all had a wonderful 
summer break and that the start of term has gone well.  It 
was a busy summer on site at Thomas Alleyne’s.  Our Year 11 
and Sixth Form students received their exam results in 
August. In a year of significant reform we were delighted 
that our GCSE results continueD to improve with English, 
maths and science all being above national average 
performance. Student progress measures also improved this 

summer and we received a number of top grade 9s across a range of subjects.  At A Level our students secured a 99% 
success rate across all examinations with all students progressing to a university course or higher apprenticeship offer.  
  
We have also undertaken a range of projects across the school estate. Of particular benefit to our students is the 
installation of new toilet facilities in the technology block.  The replacement lockers have been installed around the 
school and a number of learning spaces have been remodelled. 
  
Our development plan this year is focussed on six equally important themes. All our work will be focussed on 
developing our rich curriculum, outstanding teaching, excellent attendance, positive behaviour, innovative employer 
engagement and effective parental engagement.  I look forward to working with you all for another academic year as 
we strive to secure outstanding outcomes for every member of our community. 
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GCSE SUCCESS 

Last year there were many changes in how students 
in Year 11 are assessed in their GCSE examinations. 
English and maths grades moved from A-G to 9-1. 
This year the vast majority of subjects have also 
changed to the 9-1 system. 

Examinations have become more rigorous with 
longer and more numerous examinations, additional 
more difficult content and the removal of controlled 
assessment. 

With these national changes, year on year 
comparisons of attainment are not appropriate and 
headline progress measures will be unavailable until 
the official performance tables are released. As 
headteachers in Stevenage, we continue to work hard 
in our own schools and together as a family of 
schools, to raise achievement and improve the life 
chances of every single student in our care. This year, 
rather than publish any attainment and progress 
figures, we are instead celebrating the individual 
success of each and every student. 

Students at Thomas Alleyne Academy are celebrating 
an excellent set of results. Headteacher, Mark Lewis, 
said “We are extremely proud of our students. Their 
hard-work and determination, and the expert support 
provided by our staff, has ensured 
some fantastic results this year.” 

Madison Reed has secured the top 
grade 9 result in four subjects; art, 
religious studies and combined 
science. In addition, she secured 
grade 8s in English literature, 
history and mathematics. Madison 
said “All my hard work has paid off! 
I’m so pleased with my results and 
am very proud of how well I’ve 
done”. 

Lottie Burtenshaw is celebrating achieving four of the 
top grade 9 results in history, combined science and 
mathematics. Lottie said “I feel overwhelmed with 
how well I’ve done - I’m absolutely ecstatic. I’m so 
grateful for all the support my teachers have given me 
over the past two years; they have been amazing, 
both during lessons and outside of school time, to 
help me achieve way beyond my targets.” 

James Doyle achieved a grade 9 in mathematics 
alongside grade 8s in chemistry, computer science 
and physics. James said “I’m absolutely delighted with 
my results and the school has been brilliant in 
helping me do my best – they didn’t put too much 
pressure on us, they just supported us all the way and 
let us know that, if you work hard, you’ll do well. 
They have been such an inspiration.” 

Fleur Scarratt is also celebrating having achieved 

grade 9s in English language and English literature 

alongside a grade 8 in history. Fleur said “I’m over the 

moon; all my hard work has paid off and the stress 

was definitely worth it!” 

There was much to celebrate over the summer when students in Year 

11 and Year 13 achieved the academy’s record results! 



 
 

There has been much change to qualifications 

and assessment at Post – 16 level (A levels and 

BTECs). Students undertaking these courses 

have had to adjust to new more stringent linear 

type examinations, with limited guidance from 

awarding bodies regarding grade boundaries 

and practice examination materials. 

With these national changes, year on year com-

parisons of attainment are not appropriate and 

headline progress measures will be unavailable 

until the official performance tables are re-

leased. As headteachers in Stevenage, we con-

tinue to work hard in our own schools and to-

gether as a family of schools, to raise achieve-

ment and improve the life chances of every sin-

gle student in our care. This year, rather than 

publish any attainment and progress figures, we 

are instead celebrating the individual success of 

each and every student. 

Thomas Alleyne Academy sixth form students 

are celebrating successful results that will allow 

them to progress onto their university or ap-

prenticeship of choice. 

Bradley Gould achieved an A* in mathematics 

A Level alongside C grades in computer science 

and physics. He is heading to Bristol to read 

Computer Studies. Bradley said “I’m so happy 

with my results. Today’s rain can’t dampen my 

spirits – I’m really looking forward to going to 

university next month now!” 

Jack Pellen Pickersgill achieved an A in sociolo-

gy and B’s in computer science and geography. 

He is going to Royal Holloway, University of 

London, to read Software Engineering. Jack said 

“I ended up getting better results that I even 

needed to secure my place at Royal Holloway. 

I’m so pleased I chose to take my A-levels at 

Thomas Alleyne’s – it was definitely the right 

choice to study here”. 

Layla Nicholson achieved an A in her extended 

project qualification to go alongside her B 

grades in both sociology and media, film and 

TV studies and her C in English Literature. She 

is going to read Journalism at University of Arts 

London and said “A-levels were challenging but 

worthwhile and I’ve really enjoyed my experi-

ence in the sixth-form. I’m so proud of myself 

and my teachers have been amazing through-

out!”. 

Chloe Walker and William Longhurst each 

achieved BBC grades and are also looking for-

ward to going to university where they will be 

studying Creative Writing and Film Studies. 

A LEVEL SUCCESS 

There was much to celebrate over the summer when students in Year 

11 and Year 13 achieved the academy’s record results! 



TASA SUMMER FAIR 2018 

DRAMA PRODUCTION 2018 

Every one of the Thomas Alleyne Community worked 
together to ensure the Summer Fair was successful. Each 
form ran a stall with some original themes along with a 
beauty Bar and four fun inflatables meant there was 
something for everyone to enjoy in the blazing sunshine. 
Cheerleaders and the school band showed everyone how 
talented they are in the central arena throughout the 
afternoon. 

TASA oversaw the event, and were pleased with the 

£1.000 profit. All profits made from TASA events will go 

towards a canopy for the open picnic patio area. 

Look out for more TASA events this term; 

Year 7 Fright Night - Friday 26th October 
 
Year 8 Snowball - Friday 14th December 
 

Mrs Hayman 

TASA Chair 

Exciting announcement from the Music and Drama 

Departments! This year's school production will be 

Romeo and Juliet - as you've never seen it before! 

Audition scripts can be collected from the Drama 

office at break or lunch times  week commencing 

10thSept. There will be opportunities for acting, 

dancing and singing, so please do make sure you 

indicate, at audition, which discipline you will be 

auditioning for and wanting to be a part of in the 

show. 

Rehearsals will take place after school from 3pm - 

5pm on Mondays and Thursdays, but this will run 

as a professional theatre company, so you will not 

be required at every rehearsal. You will need to 

check the weekly call sheet to see which rehearsal 

you are needed at. You may be required at some 

lunchtime rehearsals. 

Anyone wishing to be part of the technical team 

please see Mrs Cowen. 

The performance dates will be: Wednesday 19th De-

cember and Thursday 20th December. 

Mrs Cowen 

Head of Drama 



 

In Activities Week at the end of last year, pupils 

from Year 10, with guest pupils from Year 9 and 

the Sixth Form, flew to Verona in Italy as part of 

their studies.  

We explored the city on guided tours focusing on 

famous sites associated with Romeo and Juliet, 

such as Juliet’s house and her tomb, the city walls 

and lots of amazing ancient Roman sites. Our 

guide was brilliant and even the teachers learnt 

little know facts about the play’s characters, 

events and settings!  

Verona is a beautiful city and as we toured it 

became clear why Shakespeare had chosen it for 

the setting of his famous love story. On the 

second day pupils and staff enjoyed a day of fun at 

Gardaland – an immersive theme park situated 

near the beautiful Italian Lake Garda. The third 

day took us to the lake itself, where beneath the 

bluest of skies, and with a breath-taking mountain 

backdrop, we were able to explore a castle with 

stunning views of the lake, the medieval village of 

 

 VERONA TRIP 2018 

Sirmione, and at the tip of the spit of land that 

the village sits on – a giant roman villa. The only 

thing remaining was to get out onto the lake 

itself, which we did in two high-powered 

speedboats. The guides onboard told us a lot 

about the lake before giving us the surprise of a 

thrilling chase across the waves!  

We look forward to returning to Verona and 

hope that this year we’ll again be able to visit 

with another group of lucky pupils.  



 
 

SIXTH FORM NEWS 
Welcome to the fortnightly Sixth Form News. Here you will find everything that has been go-

ing on in our fantastic Sixth Form Department and any upcoming events/dates that you may 

need to know about. 

We welcome all our students old 
and new to the sixth form. We have 
been very busy enrolling many 
existing students and new. Our Year 
12 students have settled in, look 
extremely smart and work ready 
and are quickly getting to grips with 
sixth form life. There is a Welcome 
Evening for all new Year 12 students 
and parents on Tuesday 25th 
September from 6.00 to 7.00 pm in 
the study suite. This will be an 
opportunity to ask questions and 
meet the sixth form team. Our new 
Year 13 students have been 
extremely busy over the summer 
passing their driving tests, visiting 
university open days and attending 
summer placements for both 
university and work experience. 
Please see our news below. 
 

Alumni 
 
We are always so 
very pleased to 
hear from our 
alumni. Here is a 
note from 
Andoni who 
joined The 
Thomas Alleyne 
sixth form from 
his previous school in Potters Bar: “I 
graduated from the University of 
Kent with a First Class BSc (with 
honours) in Biological 
Anthropology. My research 
dissertation is being edited and sent 
forward for publishment in either 
the journals of Evolutionary 
Anthropology, Animal Behaviour or 

Primatology, co-authoring with 
my PhD supervisor. I also 
managed to battle through a very 
competitive 8-place application 
for Oxford University and have 
secured a place to study an MSc. 
in Cognitive and Evolutionary 
Anthropology at Kellogg college. I 
will keep in touch, Andoni.” 
 

Summer Schools 
 
It has been an extremely busy 
summer for me and the transition 
from Year 12 into Year 13 is very 
exciting. I have been visiting 
Open Days at universities to 
decide which subject to study at 
higher education. I attended a 
placement at Kings College 
London entitled ‘Into Science.’ 
This was a research placement 
were I spent one week at 
university deciding which area of 
medicine I would like to pursue 
and which degree course to 
study. Our study group 
researched Drug and Alcohol 
Addiction in Adolescence. We 
visited a local hospital to watch a 
trial taking place where patients 
were given marijuana and 
cannabis to see what the effects 

of these drugs have on adolescent 
brains. The experience was highly 
beneficial to me and eye-opening. I 
learnt that the amount of research, 
and funds, that are required to 
develop new drugs is immense. 
The week has certainly given me a 
great deal of information regarding 
the options and pathways available 
in the discipline of medicine and I 
will now be able to make an 
informed decision about my future 
studies. Lucy, Head Girl. 
 

Summer Schools and 
Nuffield Placements 

 
This summer has flown by and I 
have been working very hard over 
the past 5 weeks. The first part of 
my holiday was spent at the 
University of Bedfordshire on a 4 
week Nuffield placement. Nuffield 
Placements Research Placements 
provide over 1,000 students 
(nationwide) each year the 
opportunity to work alongside 
professional scientists, 
technologists, engineers and 
mathematicians. I had to apply for 
the placement in good time in 
order to gain a prestigious 
placement. The placement was 
extremely valuable and we 
researched work that we would be 
expected to undertake as 
undergraduate students at 
university. During that week I 
helped to create video evidence to 
be used in’ eye-witness reliability’ 
experiments. Our group collected 
data for ‘innocent people’ (wrongly 



Dates for your diary  

incarcerated persons), and looked 
at correlation between races, states 
and causes. The placement has 
definitely cemented my decision to 
read Psychology at university. 
 
I also spent a further week at 
Oxford University, Wadham 
College. On this placement we 
visited the Ashmolean Museum 
(The Ashmolean is the University of 
Oxford’s museum of art and 
archaeology, founded in 1683). I 
attended seminars on gender and 
sexuality in the classical world. We 
had lessons in Greek each day and 
learnt the Greek alphabet. We 
wrote essays and received tutorials. 
The experience, for me, was really 
informative and enlightening and 
has helped me to decide that I will 
apply to Oxford University to read 
Psychology. Vita, Senior Student. 
 

Work Experience 
Placement 

 
Over the summer holidays several 
of our (now) Year 13 students 
attended taster days, university 
placements and work experience. 
Tylar organised her own work 

experience placement with a (large) 
firm of solicitors in the City. She 
worked for a week in their London 
offices and her mentor wrote the 
following: “I was extremely 
impressed with your background 
care work and the comparisons you 
made on the case notes between 
2015-2018. Your ability to set out 
your findings in a clear and 
organised way is exemplary. You 
clearly thought about the best way 
to represent your work and worked 
very well independently compared 
to other work experience students 
who have spent time in our offices in 
the past. When you researched 
psychiatrists, your initiative was 
superb. The list you created was very 
helpful and really saved me much 
time. More impressive was the fact 
that you thought ahead about what 
the next steps would be and were 
confident enough to speak to people 
over the phone. You completed all 
tasks given to exemplary standard 
and I have no hesitation in providing 
a reference for you in the future.” I 
really enjoyed this placement and 
will be applying for a legal 
traineeship upon completion of my 
A levels - Tylar Van Year 13. 
 

Thursday 25th September  

Year 12 Parent and Student 

Welcome Evening, 6-7pm 

Thursday 27th September 

Year 12 Journalism Workshop – 

English Literature 

Friday 28th September 

Macmillan Coffee Morning 

Friday 12th October 

What Career/What University 

Fair—Year 12 

 SPORTING SUCCESS 

Congratulations to Charlie Grayson who ran the 3K race in the 
County Championships on Sunday 1st July; he came 6th overall and 
3rd in his age group. He also ran the 3000m race at the South East 
Inter County Championships on Sunday 8th July and achieved 
another personal best of 10:01:5, coming 11th overall and 2nd in the B 
team.  
 
Additionally, he was picked to run the Steeple Chase for County on 
Saturday 1st September and won in the B team, ran the Hatfield 5K 
on Wednesday 5th and gained a PB of 17:39 and ran the Baldock Rat 
Run on Sunday 9th and came 3rd. Charlie is doing fantastically in his 
running - at the young age of 15, he is currently racing against adults. 
 
Congratulations Charlie - keep running! 
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Year 7 Team Building Day 

Friday 21st September 2018 

Year 7 Welcome Evening 6-7pm—Our Welcome 

Evening is designed to allow parents to have an op-

portunity to meet their child’s form tutor early in the 

academic year. Presentations will take place at 6pm 

and 6.45pm. 

Tuesday 18th September 2018 

Upcoming Events 

The Thomas Alleyne Academy 

1 High Street 

Stevenage 

Hertfordshire 

SG1 3BE 

01438 344 344  ph 

www.tas.herts.sch.uk 

 STUDENT WELLBEING 

If your child would benefit from some emotional support, and 

self-care for their wellbeing outside of school, the links below 

are great to help you as their parent/carer to guide them. They 

empower you with the knowledge and understanding your child 

might need, some also offer services for parents. 

https://mindinmidherts.org.uk/ 

https://youngminds.org.uk/ 

http://stand-by-me.org.uk/ 

 

The headspace app is also free to download, and helps many 

young people to focus, and sleep. https:/www.headspace.com/ 

 

Tilehouse counselling offers a great service for young peo-

ple. http://www.tilehouse.org/ 

 

If you want to discuss your childs needs further you can always 

contact the school and speak to the HOY. 

Year 7 Team Building Day 

Friday 21st September 2018 

https://mindinmidherts.org.uk/
https://youngminds.org.uk/
http://stand-by-me.org.uk/
https://www.headspace.com/
http://www.tilehouse.org/











