
 HEADTEACHER’S UPDATE 
Welcome to the latest edition of the academy newsletter.  
 
In this edition you can read about the Holocaust 
Memorial trip our Year 9 and 10 students had the privilege 
to attend, the various activities and achievements that 
have happened in our Sixth Form and our star in the 
making—Maddie in Year 7, who has recently performed 
in the West End and will be performing at The Gordon 
Craig Theatre in the near future. 

  
This week has been our half termly celebration assemblies. I have been delighted to present so many core values 
badges to our students.  Particular congratulations to Darshan Sajeev who was awarded with his gold badge. 
  
Thank you to the four parents who stood in our parent governor election.  Our new parent governors are Robert 
Baldock and Jo Mellett, we look forward to welcoming them on to our outstanding governing body. 
  
I would like to take this opportunity to wish you all a happy and healthy half term break and we look forward to 
welcoming students back to the academy on Monday 25th February at the usual time. 
  
Mark Lewis  
Headteacher. 
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I am really grateful that I was able to be a part of this 

experience. It really was enlightening. 

 

Ethan Russell 

Year 9 

HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL TRIP 

Last Thursday a group of us from Year 9 and Year 

10 had the privilege of hearing a testimony from a 

real Holocaust survivor during a trip run by Mrs 

Humberstone in honour of Holocaust Memorial 

Day.  We heard testimony from Marianne and 

Peter Summerfield who managed to flee Germany 

before war broke out. Although I had been 

learning about what survivors went through 

already, I was surprised to discover so many other 

details, like how difficult it was to simply board a 

train and move one bag for each person. I thought 

that using a train was simple! But I now realize just 

how atrocious it was for Jews in Germany, even just 

to do everyday actions.  

  

We were also given the opportunity to go to the 

Jewish Museum in North London.  We walked 

around the Holocaust Gallery and found out lots of 

interesting things about Jewish life and history.  

 

STAR IN THE MAKING! 

I am delighted to share with you the fantastic 
achievement of one of our Year 7 students - Maddie Smith 
from 7F1. 
 
Maddie is a part of Pauline Quirke Academy drama school 
and through the group she performed in the Trouble’s A 
Brewin’ production which took place in London's West 
End at prestigious Her Majesty's Theatre last Sunday. 
 
 
Maddie is also going to take part in the Collabro 
performance, which will take place at the Gordon Craig 
Theatre in Stevenage on 21st March. 
Collabro are the world's most successful musical theatre 
group. In 2014 they met for their first rehearsal above a 
pub in London and just a month later went on to rouse 
the whole of Hammersmith Apollo into a standing 
ovation during their first ever public performance of 
'Stars' for the Britain's Got Talent judges. 
 
What a brilliant achievement-well done Maddie! 



SIXTH FORM NEWS 

guys, who have another level of information to provide 

above and beyond what we can offer. The Other Cat, 

thank you so much once more for being Queen of Slime! 

We are seriously considering just making you run it next 

time. You did a wonderful job and Fiona really 

appreciated having your experience and support. Sam, you 

were tireless with the Plasma Ball, amongst all the other 

bits and pieces, but every time I turned around you 

seemed to be shocking another small child, good work. I 

know that you all got involved in doing all sorts on the 

day and even if you didn’t feel like you were doing much 

sometimes, it was a great comfort for us to know that you 

were there if we needed extra help. Thank you all for 

giving up your Saturdays to help us, it is very much 

appreciated. Hope to see you all again soon!  Best 

Wishes Airbus.—Airbus Foundation – Discovery Space 

 

STEM Students – GSK Leaders in Science (LiS) 

Programme 

 

Our STEM students have been working extremely hard 

with GSK staff to develop workshops and presentations for 

primary school children.  Two school visits have been 

organised by GSK for 13th and 20th March and our 

students will be presenting experiments to primary 

children.  On Wednesday 27th March there will be a 

formal presentation by GSK where students will be 

presented with certificates. 

 

Aim High – Film Studies 

 

Our Year 12 Film Studies student, Zain, has just been 

shortlisted for the Buntingford Film Club Shorts 

Competition.  She produced the work entirely and 

independently in response to a poster in the Photography 

and Media Department at Barnwell.  Well done to Zain for 

taking advantage of this amazing opportunity to further 

stretch and challenge herself.  As a shortlisted entry she 

has been invited to a screening finale where the winners 

will be announced on Thursday 21st February – watch this 

space.  We wish Zain all the very best of luck in her 

endeavours and the first prize pot which is £150.00. 

Take Pride: Learning Through Presentations.  

 

Our thanks go to our new Year 

12 Senior Students who had 

the rather nerve wracking task 

of presenting themselves as 

new senior students in house 

assemblies this week. Our 

thanks also go to our Year 13 

Senior Students who presented the ‘Student 

Experience’ at the Harts School Trust Governors 

meeting recently.  It is with pride that Mrs. Newbery 

and myself see our students grow in self-belief and 

confidence as they undertake the importance of being 

role models for the Academy. It is a challenge to talk to 

a room full of older people and a hall full of expectant 

students about your core beliefs and ambitions at any 

age. As Head of Sixth Form I see these opportunities as 

moments when our students grow in reflection and 

organizational skills. Their communication skills 

develop as a consequence of talking to others outside 

their comfort zone and it is no wonder that they leave 

us well rounded and assured young people. 

 

Take Pride: Space Saturdays – Airbus 

 

We would like to share the following news with you 

about our STEM students.  Space Saturdays are 

organised by Airbus and you were all AWESOME on 

Saturday and such a huge support. 

We finally all managed to get the team around to 

debrief today and we all agreed that due to your 

amazing help, it almost didn’t feel like we were 

working. The day was a fantastic success and a big part 

of that is due to you all being so pro-active, using your 

initiative, anticipating when we would need your 

support and working together as a team.  Cat and 

Sibylle from Airbus, thank you so much for coming in 

and offering your expertise. Events like Space Saturday 

are great for us to promote what we do, as well as show 

off the Mars Rover, but our knowledge only goes so far, 

so it is really great to be able to point people at you 



https://www.buntingfordfilmclub.org/shorts  

 

Legal Eagles - Samuel and Libby have entered a 

competition with Kingsley Napsley, London, in 

partnership with The Times. Our TAA team will be 

competing with up to 400 schools and academies 

nationwide. There are three heats, each a legal based 

scenario where our team will have to analyse facts and 

tasks and identify a variety of legal issues.  They will 

need to apply the legal knowledge they are gaining in A 

Level Law, and from the factsheets and webinars to 

answer a series of questions.  Prizes are prestigious and 

the live finals will be hosted by News UK.  All students 

comprising the winning team will receive £500.00 each 

and be offered the opportunity of an interview for a legal 

apprenticeship.  Second place students will be receive a 

3-month paid internship at KN and the remaining will 

receive £200.00 Amazon vouchers each.  Full coverage 

will be featured in The Times.  We will be supporting 

our students through the process and wish them the 

very best of luck. 

https://www.kingsleynapley.co.uk/the-legal-apprentice  

 

Create and Succeed:  

 

Mrs Newbery has just secured a second work experience 

placement for Max, our Head Boy, in the legal 

profession.  He started on Monday with Barnes & 

Partners, Solicitors, and will be working with them over 

the next few months on his free study day.  

Opportunities such as these are like gold dust and we 

very much appreciate businesses in our community 

helping our students to progress and aim high. This 

experience will be invaluable when applying to 

university for Max to study Law for his UCAS statement 

and any future employment reference. http://

barnesandpartners.com/  

 

Alumni – Hannah, UEA, First Year 

Undergraduate, Geography 

Please see the following from Hannah who started her 

Geography degree at UEA in September 2018: “Dear Mrs 

Newbery, I was emailing to give you an update about my 

time at university so far. I have liked it so far even 

though it was a challenge at first. I have five modules 

composing of maths and statistics, research and field 

skills, a module just for geographers and another just for 

human geographers and a sustainable development one. 

My favourite one is definitely human geographies of a 

changing world as it contains my favourite topics from A

-Level. I have a week-long field trip to Slapton in Devon 

at Easter which I am very much looking forward to. I 

have met a variety of people here as I am part of the 

School of Environmental Sciences I am mixed with 

people from many different degree programmes which is 

nice. In regards to non- academic things, I have joined a 

few societies such as Sustainability, My Environmental 

Science Academic Society as well as British Sign 

Language. I am also a member of the Green Impact team, 

in which I assist a department and help them with 

projects so that they become more eco- friendly.  UEA 

also has great sports facilities, I have utilised the 

Olympic sized swimming pool. This semester I have 

more deadlines but it is very enjoyable as I have made 

some lovely friends. Kind regards, Hannah.” https://

www.uea.ac.uk/  

 

Myles – Oxford Brookes University – First Year 

Undergraduate, Accounting and Finance   

“Hello Ms Newbery, I am currently applying for 

Americamp Canada for Summer 2019. I am at the next 

stage and your references are very much appreciated. I 

am now sending this off to Canada and will keep you 

updated with photos of the expedition! Thank you, 

Myles.”  

 

Elena – Plymouth University – Second Year 

Undergraduate – Psychology 

“Dear Mrs Newbery, thank you very much, doing great.  I 

should be able to send off the applications soon! I'm 

hoping to do a placement either in the prison sector or 

the NHS doing Clinical/Forensic Psychology. Not quite 

sure where I will end up yet, but I'm aiming to either stay 

down in the Plymouth area or return home for the 

year. Uni is going very well at the moment, I really 

enjoyed last year and managed to finish it with a high 2:1. 

This year is already a lot harder, lots more assignments 

to do! So far I've been able to keep up though so 

hopefully the rest of the year will go well!  Thanks again, 

Elena” 
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Monday 18th-Friday 22nd February 2019 

Half Term 

Saturday 2nd March 2019  

DofE Bronze Award Walk 

Wednesday 27th February 2019 

Year 7 Parents Evening  

Friday 8th March 2019  

Year 9 Boys & Girls Vaccinations  

Don’t forget to read Mr Lewis’ 

weekly blog which is published 

every Friday on our website. Head 

to www.tas.hert.sch.uk/blog to 

check it out! 








