
 HEADTEACHER’S UPDATE 
Welcome to the latest edition of our academy 
newsletter.  In this edition you can read about the 
efforts of our creative writing club, our terracycling 
crisp packet scheme and the next opportunity for 
students to audition for the Thomas Alleyne 
Performing Arts Society (TAPAS). 
  
I am always delighted to hear news of former 

students, and this edition shares two updates that make us all extremely 
proud.  Please take time to read about Tyerone and Jack’s amazing experiences and achievements.  I know 
that our current students will grab the many opportunities available to them to secure a happy and 
successful future for themselves. 
  
This week our year 11 students have been sitting their final round of mock examinations.  They have been 
working extremely hard and I am confident that the feedback they will get from staff over the coming 
weeks will allow them to achieve every success in the summer exams. 
  
Mark Lewis 
Headteacher 

this issue 

Maths Challenge P.2 
TAPAS Auditions P.2 

Airbus Mars Rover P.3 
DofE Practice Walk P.3 

Sixth Form News P.4&5 
Creative Writing Club P.5 

Upcoming Events P.6 

The Thomas Alleyne Academy  
Issue 11 March 8th 2019 



 
Question 10: 

A recent report about the amount of plastic created in 
the last 65 years stated that 8.3billion tonnes produced is 
as heavy as 25 000 empire state buildings in New York or 
a billion elephants. 

On that basis, how many elephants have the same total 
weight as the Empire State Building? 

A: 4000 B: 40 000 C: 400 000 D: 4 000 000 E: 40 000 000 

Question 14: 

There are four people, some of whom always tell the 
truth. The others always lie. 

The first person said “An odd number of us always tell 
the truth” 

The second person said “An even number of us always 
tell the truth” 

The third person said “A prime number of us always tell 
the truth” 

The fourth person said “A square number of us always 
tell the truth” 

How many of these four people were telling the truth? 

A: 0 B: 1 C: 2 D: 3 E: 4 

 

MATHS CHALLENGE 

Some of our best mathematicians in Year 9 and 10 
entered the United Kingdom Mathematics Trust 
Intermediate Challenge recently. This is a nationwide 
competition for the mathematically gifted run by the 
University of Leeds. Students sit a one-hour paper in 
school and if they do well enough they can progress 
to further stages. The intermediate challenge is 
significantly harder than the junior challenge they 
take part in in Years 7 and 8. To get a GOLD 
certificate you are in the top 7% of the entrants, 
SILVER is the top 27% and BRONZE is the top 40%. 
We had some brilliant successes with the following 
students being awarded certificates. 

GOLD – Nathan Bowdery (Year 10) 

SILVER – Luke Caton (Year 9), Jago Foord (Year 10), 
Amy Wenderling (Year 10), Katie Houlihan (Year 10), 
Abbie Ellett (Year 10), Alexandru Stemate (Year 10), 

BRONZE – Abigail Reed (Year 9), Alissa Crew (Year 
9), Ella Smeeton (Year 9), Thomas Murphy (Year 10), 
Emma Godbeer (Year 10), Ethan Baker (Year 10), 
Georgia Hall (Year 10), Isabel Mawby (Year 10), Lily 
Rossington (Year 10), Sam Grayson (Year 10), Stefan 
Adam (Year 10), Andrew Southall (Year 10) 

Our Year 7s and 8s will be having a go at the Junior 
Challenge in April. 

Have a go at some of the questions yourselves! 

Auditions Thursday 14th March in the Drama Studio 

3 - 4.30pm.  ALL WELCOME! 

We are looking for singers/dancers for our 

performance in the Gordon Craig Theatre on Monday 

24th June as part of the Stevenage Festival of the Arts. 

At the audition you will be asked to sing the opening 

title song from "Little Shop of Horrors".  You can sing 

on your own or in a group.   

Those who are called back to audition for main 

characters will also be asked to sing "Suddenly 

Seymour" (and must be willing to sing on their own).   

 

Find the songs here: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=VvYlVJNpTwo&list=PL3A4A9B1E1BF816AB 

TAPAS AUDITIONS 



AIRBUS—MARS ROVER NAMED 

On Saturday 40 students and 8 staff embarked on 

the second practice hike for our bronze Duke of 

Edinburgh Award students.  Starting in Gravely we 

hiked for 12 miles on a circular route that visited 

Weston and the outskirts of Baldock before 

returning tired and emotional to 

Gravely!  Fortunately the weather was kind to us 

all, and students were able to show the significant 

improvements they have made with their map-

reading skills.  Only one group got lost, but they 

DUKE OF EDINBURGH—PRACTICE WALK 

managed to work out a long 

distance alternative route back 

to base!  We now move on to 

camp-craft with our DofE 

students learning how to set up 

tents and cook food in the 

outdoors ready for our first hike 

and camp after the  Easter 

break. 

Mr Lewis  

Airbus, who our staff and 

students frequently work with,  

have been in the news recently 

for naming their Mars Rover 

after DNA pioneer Rosalind 

Franklin. Astronaut Tim Peake 

unveiled the name at the Airbus 

factory in Stevenage where the 

robot was created. We’re 

particularly pleased with the 

name as one of our student 

houses was named after 

Rosalind Franklin. 

To read the full article, please go 

to: https://www-bbc-

com.cdn.ampproject.org/v/s/

www.bbc.com/news/amp/

science-environment-47151778?

usqp=mq331AQCCAE%

3D&amp_js_v=0.1#referrer=http

s%3A%2F%

2Fwww.google.com&amp_tf=Fro

m%20%251%

24s&ampshare=https%3A%2F%

2Fwww.bbc.com%2Fnews%

2Fscience-environment-47151778 
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Alumni News 

 

‘Why it Pays to be Resilient by Tyerone 

Stephen Lawrence Scholarship/Intern GS: Legal and 

Operations 

 

Brought up by a single mum, 

Losing her at ten was no fun. 

I felt like giving up there and then, 

The easy option, given I was ten. 

 

But this is a story of why it pays to be resilient, 

Setback after setback, I still strive to be brilliant. 

 

Cruise control throughout my GCSE’s 

A level’s followed, including some D’s. 

I changed school and then got into Uni, 

That’s why I have this wonderful opportunity. 

 

I couldn’t have done it without my sister or brother, 

I will make them proud, as well as my mother. 

So that is why, it pays to be resilient, 

Trust me when I say this, I will be brilliant.’ 

 

“In my first year, Uni put me forward for the Freshfields 

(Solicitors) Stephen Lawrence Scholarship. This is for 

underrepresented black men in the city, Freshfields is a 

magic circle law firm so this was huge!  Following this, I 

gained work experience at The Bank of England, as well as 

Freshfields and Goldman 

Sachs. Whilst I was only 

there for two weeks, I was 

asked to share my story in a 

short story around the point 

'It pays to be resilient'. I was 

also asked by Baroness 

Doreen Lawrence to speak at her son’s 25-year memorial 

ceremony at St. Martin in the Fields. Delivering an 

unprepared speech in front of members of the Royal 

Family and Parliament was brave even by my standards! 

Albeit I was congratulated on my speech by Prince Harry 

and Megan Markle who sparkled behind him!! 

Careers - National Apprenticeship Week 

 

This week is National Apprenticeship and National 

Careers Week.  We are preparing to visit the 

National Apprenticeship Show next Tuesday 12th 

March and in preparation students are submitting 

their CVs for improvement and all students will be 

starting an online course designed by Sheffield 

University Careers Department (a Russell Group 

University) on writing CVs and job applications.  

Students may check the main Government website 

which is www.gov.uk/apprenticeships and search for 

apprenticeships and create alerts.  Degree and 

Higher Apprenticeships can be found by searching 

the following websites: 

www.amazingapprenticeships.com and The National 

Careers Service 

https://nationalcareersservice.direct.gov.uk/about-

us/home. Apprenticeships start at Level 2 (post 

GCSE, up to Level 6 which is degree/masters level).  

Students may also find apprenticeships via the UCAS 

website at https://www.ucas.com/apprenticeships-in

-the-uk and www.notgoingtouni.com  

 

University - Preparation for Higher 

Education 

 

On Tuesday 26th March we will be visiting the UCAS 

Fair at the Excel, London.  This annual event allows 

our Year 12 students to speak to university 

admissions tutors about courses and Student 

Finance.  There are over 350 higher education 

institutions and colleges and over 35,000 degree 

courses to choose from. The day will give students 

an insight into the application process, how to apply 

and the entry criteria required for each course.  

Postgraduate course information (Masters degrees) 

will also be available as will advice and guidance on 

postgraduate careers. Visit www.ucas.com and 

Unistats.com Students will be given timetabled 

detailed sessions in preparation. 

 

 



 

Uni wise I'm on track for a 

first class honours and have 

been averaging 80% this 

year, I applied for one grad 

role back in September and I 

got it! I will be flying out 

early July to New York to 

start my two-week training, 

then I will be joining my team - SDO- FICC Middle 

Office in IRP Sales and Trading Svs, at Goldman Sachs 

on a full-time basis.  I am in London tomorrow speaking 

to future candidates about my 

experiences, and why success 

isn't always a straight line.”  

 

Right: Tyerone with Baroness 

Lawrence and Sadiq Khan, 

Mayor of London and 

apprentices. 

 

Jake: “I'm writing to let you know what I have been up 

to for the last couple of years. 

University has been going extremely well, I am expected 

to graduate with a first class honours and winning the 

Award for Best Politics student. I've taken the 

Quantitative Methods Pathway with my politics 

degree, focusing a lot on research and data science 

and it has opened lots of doors.  This summer I 

worked as a Political Research intern at YouGov, 

which was a really enjoyable experience in which I 

was involved in designing and analysing nationally 

representative public opinion surveys. Some of the 

high profile clients I've worked with include the 

Cabinet Office, The BBC, Coca-Cola and countless 

charities and pressure groups. It was so interesting to 

be in the heart of UK political research and to see my 

work reach national news.  My university has offered 

me a postgraduate scholarship, but I plan to leave 

education for good at the end of this year, find a job 

and finally enter the workplace. A really exciting time 

if all goes to plan. I know I wouldn't be where I am 

today if it wasn't for you seeing my potential and 

giving me a chance at Alleynes, and for the support 

from the Sixth Form in finding and applying for 

University. “  

 

 

This half term, the school Creative Writing Club 
has been entered into their first national writing 
contest! Taking part in the prestigious Wilbur & 
Niso Smith Foundation's "Author Of Tomorrow" 
competition, our students will have to write a short 
adventure story between 1500 and 5000 words in 
length. 
 
Our students are eligible for two categories (under 
16, and 16-21). For the under 16 category, first place 
is £100, plus £150 in book tokens for their school 
library, local library, or a charity of their choice. 
For the 16-21 category, first place prize is £1000. 
 
The students must write an original adventure 
story. The Foundation states that the story must: 
 

 Take the reader on an epic journey, exploring 
new horizons – be they historical or geographical 

 Explore the themes of courage, endurance and 
resourcefulness 

 Allow readers to connect with a different reality 
or culture 

 
With our students looking at different ideas and ways 

to tackle it, it's an exciting time to be taking part in 

our Creative Writing Club!  

 

Mr Fox  

CREATIVE WRITING CLUB 
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Wednesday 27th March 2019 

Year 11 Parents’ Information Evening 

Thursday 4th April 2019  

Parent Forum & Year 11 Photos 

Friday 5th April 2019  

Last day of term  

Thank you to everyone who has been bringing in crisp 

packets for the Terracycle recycling scheme - we have 

sent off 2 big boxes all ready this year - we're just 

waiting for the second one to be credited to our 

account, the first box added £5.64 to our school 

account. 

Terracycle have now expanded the collection to include 

nut , pretzel  and popcorn packets.  

 

Please encourage your student to put their packets in 

the recycling boxes - they are in the canteen, library, D 

block, reception & S3. 

If you would like to have a collection point somewhere 

else in the school please let me know where. 

Thank you for your support with this recycling 

incentive. 

TERRACYCLING SCHEME  Tuesday 26th & Wednesday 27th March 

Y11 BTEC Sports Exams  












