
 HEADTEACHER’S UPDATE 
Welcome to the latest edition of our academy newsletter.  I would 
like to start by thanking all members of our community for the 
support they have shown the school and Mia’s family since the sad 
news of her death.  We have been working closely with her family 
to make sure we are remembering Mia in the right way as a school 
and they know that our thoughts are with them all at this difficult 
time.  We will be holding a non-uniform day with a pink and 
purple theme to raise money for Young Minds on Monday 
14th May and will spend a moment in silence remembering Mia.  A 
number of students have worked to produce a memory book for 

Mia’s family and we will put a memorial bench in our school grounds.  The school has been working to ensure all members of 
our community receive any support they may need.  Please contact us if you feel you require any additional support in the 
coming weeks. 
  
In this newsletter you will read many examples of our community coming together to continue to offer our students a wide 
range of opportunities during their time with us.  You will see fantastic examples of sporting, musical and academic 
success.  This week has seen the start of the exam series with our GCSE PE and Drama students being visited by 
examiners.  We have received good reports about their performances and we are confident our students will achieve success 
in the summer exams.  I would like to take this opportunity to send all those sitting examinations in the coming weeks all our 
very best wishes. 
  
I hope you all enjoy the bank holiday weekend and we look forward to welcoming you back at the usual time on Tuesday 
morning. 
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Y10 STUDY SKILLS EVENING 

We recently held Study Skills Information Evenings 
for Year 10 in order to advise students and parents of 
the options after Year 11 as well as providing 
information about the upcoming mock exams. We 
provided parents with booklets containing the dates 
of the mock exams and the topics to revise, and 
some ideas for effective revision. 
 
Following the positive reviews from parents after the 
evening, we will be holding further information 
evenings in the future which we hope you will be 
able to attend. 
 
Before the Easter break all Year 10 students were 
given a revision study planner during form time, free 
of charge. They have been working on these during 
form time to create a revision plan in preparation for 
the exams that will be starting in a month’s time. 
The planners also include useful advice on revision 
strategies. 
 
Mrs Steadman—Head of Year 10  

 
Emma in Year 8 and Tessa in Year 7 are part of the 
'Let's Sing' choir, which is run by our very own TAA 
singing teacher Bridget Caldecote on Saturday 
mornings at Stevenage Music 
Centre.  They performed at the Mayor's Charity 
Concert in the Gordon Craig Theatre on 24th 
March and again at a fundraising concert in 
Bunyan Baptist Church on 28th March, an 
event that featured Buccinate Brass Ensemble, 
which our brass teacher Allan Robinson is part of.  
 
Emma: 
"After weeks of practising it was finally the day of 
the Mayor’s concert. An hour and a half before the 
concert, our choir had a technical rehearsal where 
we checked if the microphones were working and 
the balance of sound was good. This lasted about 15 
minutes and after we went to grab food before the 
concert. At 7 o’clock we went backstage and got to 
see some of the other performances. Our 

performance was near the end of the second half 
so we had to wait before we were allowed to go on 
stage. We went in the green room after the 
interval where there was a piano for us to warm 
up. Not long after it was our turn to get ready in 
the wings. We were all so excited and couldn’t 
wait until it was our turn. When we got onto stage 
our smiles shone and we were all centre stage and 
sang our hearts out. After the show, we were all 
exhausted but had a great time." 
 
Tessa: 
"The mayor's concert was great. I've done it a few 
times before and it is always exciting and nerve-
racking. It was a great experience and I hope to 
get the opportunity to go again." 

TAA MUSICIANS SING FOR THE MAYOR 



Dates for your diary  

In the Easter holidays Tom D'Gama (Year 7) took 
part in an International Roller Hockey tournament 
held in Feira, Portugal. Tom was playing for 
England in the U11 and U13B teams. He also had 
the enormous honour of being captain of the U11's 
team. Other team members came from all across 
England from Yorkshire to Plymouth. The 
tournament was very exciting and the U11 team 
managed to achieve an impressive 2nd place, 
beaten in the final by an amazing Spanish team. 
The U13B team came 5th in a very difficult draw. 
 

SPORTING AND SCHOOL SUCCESS 

Roller hockey is played indoors on quad style roller 
skates. It is a relatively unknown sport in the UK 
even though it was invented here and was 
apparently popular before the war, with Charlie 
Chaplin being a fan. However, it is hugely popular 
in other parts of the world. Most towns in Portugal 
have a purpose built roller hockey rink and 
children play the sport in school from the age of 5. 
There are professional teams that are fervently 
supported just like football.   
 

(Right) A very 

proud England 

captain! 

(Left) ‘The U11 

team with their 

2nd place medals 

On Saturday 28th April 2018, Sophie Davidson  only 
went and won the FA People’s Youth Cup Final which 
was filmed on BBC sport along with her team mates!  
 
The FA People's Cup is a prestigious event that is 
recognised across the whole of the UK. It makes her 
and Stevenage the number one ranked team in the UK. 
They won this amazing event at the home of England's 
headquarters in St George’s Park in Burton on Trent.  
 
Over 1,800 teams entered from around Britain and to 
become the winners is an incredible achievement for 
both Sophie and the school, who she represented 
impeccably. They only conceded 1 goal in all their 
games, which included the final, across all 8. 
 
Congratulations to Sophie and the rest of the team, 
what a fantastic achievement! 



SPORTING AND SCHOOL SUCCESS CONT. 
 

AWARD NOMINATION 
 We are delighted to announce we are finalists in the Inspiring Hertfordshire 

Awards 2018, for the Education in Employment category.  
 
We are up against some tough competition, and we are happy to be able to 
stand out alongside our competitors, for our innovative approach to careers.  
 
We submitted a detailed application, even surprising some staff with all that 
we do to encourage, support and inspire our students for their lives beyond 
education. We have been passionate about doing so for all students from 
Year 7 all the way through to Year 13.  
 
The winners will be announced in June. Even if we don't win we are proud 
of what we as a school have achieved. Well done all!  

Congratulations to the students who took part 
in the District Athletics on Wednesday 18th 
April, we had some fantastic results: 
 
Year 9 boys — 1st place 
 
Year 9 girls — 3rd place 
 
Year 10 boys — 1st place 
 
Year 10 girls — 6th place 
 
This meant overall Thomas Alleyne came 2nd 
with 355 points!  

A big well done also goes to Tom Jeffries who competed 
in the England Open (International full contact 
Taekwondo competition) on Monday 30th April. He beat 
his first opponent, a 17 year old from London, by 18-12, 
but had to withdraw from his next fight due to a foot/
ankle injury sustained, and therefore had to settle for a 
bronze medal. He has earned his place on the Independ-
ent Great Britain Team with his performance at "Park's 
International" in Germany in December.  
 
We have so many sporting success stories from all year 
groups; if you have anything you’d like featured in the 
newsletter please email Lucy Huckett—
HuckettL@tas.herts.sch.uk. 

YEAR 7 HOME LEARNING 
 

The Year 7’s have produced some excellent sculptures based 
on Shaun in the City.   
 
We have some amazing examples of the students creativity 
and innovation.  I am well aware that the Year 7 parents 
helped and supported their children to produce such a 
spectacular flock of sheep. And I thank you for helping your 
children reach their potential in art.  The sheep are now on 
display dotted around the school for everyone to see. 
 
Mrs Gibbins  Head of DT & Art 



Dates for your diary  

SIXTH FORM NEWS 
Welcome to the fortnightly Sixth Form News. Here you will find everything that has been 

going on in our fantastic Sixth Form Department and any upcoming events/dates that you 

may need to know about. 

The sixth form complimentary curriculum 
programme continues with enriching events for all 
students. We have had several keynote speakers 
and our students have listened to presentations on 
International Study (www.starstudyabroad.com). 
Studying abroad may be an option for some 
students as the tuition fees are less expensive 
(£3,000) and some of the courses are taught in 
English and are recognised internationally. A list of 
universities offering courses taught in English may 
be accessed by visiting: https://
www.topuniversities.com/student-info/studying-
abroad/where-can-you-study-abroad-english. 

 
 Information on Sutton Trust Summer Schools 

(www.suttontrust.com), and taster day information 
from Russell Group Universities including Oxford, 
Cambridge, King’s College and UCL. Some of our 
Year 12 students have been given places for subject 
taster days at these prestigious universities. 

 
Forthcoming events include a visit from 

Founders4Schools https://
www.founders4schools.org.uk/ who are a charity 
committed to inspiring students and preparing 
them for the rapidly changing world of work. They 
do this by enabling educators to invite business 
leaders for encounters with their students in just 4 
minutes. Their online platform is a free service, 
connecting educators with leaders of successful 
growing businesses in their community. We have 
used their services for a number of years and the 
quality of their speakers is outstanding. Tomorrow 
we will be welcoming a CEO who will be talking to 
students about entrepreneurship and the ‘soft 
skills’ required in employment. 

 
Next week University College London, another 

Russell Group University, will be visiting our Sixth 
Form and talking to students about choosing 
degree courses, how to become a Student 
Ambassador (a paid role) at university and careers. 
(http://www.ucl.ac.uk/) - UCL is one of the world's 

leading universities, founded in London to open up 
education to all on equal terms. Their outstanding 
research and innovative teaching drive entrepreneurial 
solutions to the world's major problems. 

 
Alumni 
 
We are delighted to advise you of progress of one of 

our students who started her degree course in 
Criminology and Forensic Studies. Lavinia is 
developing her studies extremely well. She is making a 
plaster mould of a footprint.  

 
 
 
(Below) Using special lighting to detect fluids on 

footprints and Lavinia with her peers in full forensic 
uniform. 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

The Thomas Alleyne Academy 

Thursday 17th May 2018 

Parent Forum—6pm 

Monday 21st May 2018 

Year 11 Leavers Assembly  

Friday 25th May 2018 

Annual Fun Run  

 STUDENT WELLBEING 

If your child would benefit from some emotional support, 
and self-care for their wellbeing outside of school, the links 
below are great to help you as their parent/guardian to 
guide them. They empower you with the knowledge and 
understanding your child might need, some also offer 
services for parents. 
 
https://mindinmidherts.org.uk/ 
https://youngminds.org.uk/ 
http://stand-by-me.org.uk/ 
 
The headspace app is also free to download, and helps 
many young people to focus, and sleep. https:/
www.headspace.com/ 
 
Tilehouse counselling offers a great service for young 
people. http://www.tilehouse.org/ 
 
If you want to discuss your childs needs further you can 
always contact the school and speak to the HOY. 

 ATTENDANCE 

 All students must be on site by 8.25am 
 
 Please report any absences by 9.00am 
 
 Absence text to be sent out by 10.00am 

(please ensure all contact numbers we hold 
are up to date) 

  
 Absence responses to be received by 

11.00am (this can be done by either 
responding to absence text/phoning or 
email) 

 
 If we have not had a response by 11.00am 

the following actions may be taken:- 
 
 Calling of emergency contact(s) 
 Welfare check 
 
Thank you for your continued support. 

https://mindinmidherts.org.uk/
https://youngminds.org.uk/
http://stand-by-me.org.uk/
https://www.headspace.com/
https://www.headspace.com/
http://www.tilehouse.org/


 

 

 

 

Thomas Alleyne Supporters Association (TASA) 

Thomas Alleyne Supporters Association (TASA) 

What is TASA? 

TASA is a group of parents, ex pupils and staff who volunteer their time to organise 
fundraising events for the academy. 

What does it do ? 

Events organised by TASA are created to be fun for the students whilst also raising money to 
buy items suggested by Student Parliament, to benefit everyone in the academy community. 
In addition to raising money, it fosters a community spirit. Four events have been planned 
for this year; Year 7 Fright Night, Year 8 Snow Ball, a Talent evening for all year groups, and 

whole school Summer Fair. 

TASA also provides refreshments at parent’s evenings for a small donation and a tuck shop 
for Sports Day. 

How can I help ? 

 You could support TASA by encouraging your child/children to attend the events. 
 Put your spare change in the pot when having a cuppa at parents evening. 

 Attend some of the events if appropriate 
 You could consider joining the event planning meetings. New parents are always very 

welcome and it may not take as much time as you think; we have one planning meeting 
before each event which lasts approximately an hour, and then as much time as you feel 

you can offer to support each event. Or you may like to support a single event, that is 
pertinent to your child's year group. 

 

If you would like more information, please contact Mrs Hayman through 

admin@tas.herts.sch.uk 










