
 HEADTEACHER’S UPDATE 
Welcome to the latest edition of our academy 
newsletter.  We have had another busy and 
successful fortnight at Thomas Alleyne’s.  Our 
mathematicians secured victory over the other 
Stevenage schools in a recent competition, our Year 
10 rugby boys reached the final of the county cup, 
and our students represented the academy superbly 
in front of a range of speakers and external venues. 
You can read about our successes inside this edition. 

  
I was pleased to represent the academy at the Association of School and College Leaders conference last 
week.  Amongst the range of speakers and workshops I attended there were several emerging themes that link to 
the work we are undertaking at Thomas Alleyne’s.  The importance of a broad, rich and intellectually 
challenging curriculum, the links made with employers and industry, and the mental health and wellbeing of 
students and staff are areas that we will continue to discuss and develop at school.  I was especially pleased to 
hear the Education Secretary, Damien Hinds, say that he would be arguing for more schools funding in the 
spending review.  I hope he has success in securing all schools the essential funding needed to deliver the 
education that our children deserve. 
 
Mark Lewis—Headteacher 
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2. Estimation:  A 10-gram weight was 

provided and every group was asked to 

estimate the weight of a tin of baked beans 

(with the label). 

 

3. Contestants were also asked to estimate 

the number of grains in a small bag of rice.  

Memory: A maths poster of at least 16 shapes 

was shown to two members of the team. They 

were then asked to go to back to their team 

members and describe what they saw from 

memory. The other two members were then 

asked to replicate the poster using all the 

instructions provided by those two team 

member.  

 

At half time there was a lot of jubilation as 

students in other groups cheered when they 

knew they had the right answers for the 

General Maths and Estimation rounds. 

However, our youngsters were quiet and 

subdued. Had they got it all wrong? Not in 

the slightest! They came 1st (out of 18) with a 

massive score above the 200 mark while 

the 2nd and 3rd scored only 

188 and 186 respectively. They will be taking 

their quiet genius to the Grand Final on 

Wednesday 24th April where they will 

compete against the other winners across 

Hertfordshire. Let’s support and encourage 

the “Fabulous 4”! 

 

MATHS CHALLENGE COMPETITION 

Our Maths club is producing a steady stream 

of young mathematicians that are passionate 

and sensational. Make no mistake, these are 

no ordinary breed! They are daring and 

willing to take on anyone who is up to the 

challenge. Therefore, let’s not be surprised if 

the next Einsteins and Hawkins emerges from 

our Academy. 

 

On Tuesday 8th March, four of our Year 7 

students, Ainsworth Coultart, Freya Moore, 

Ella Bhandari and Teanna Wilson, took part 

in the annual Maths Challenge competition 

held at Mariotts for schools in Stevenage. 

Each school entered students in groups of 4s.  

This two-hour event provided many 

opportunities for students to test and 

improve their mathematical prowess and 

reasoning skills. The activities were split up 

into four rounds – two general Maths 

questions, one estimation, and one memory 

round. Here are some taster questions for you 

to grind over breakfast:  

 

1. General Maths Round: The distance 

between Exeter and London is 175 miles. Sam 

left Exeter at 10:00 on Tuesday for London. 

Morgan left London for Exeter at 13:00 the 

same day. They travelled on the same road. 

Up to the time when they met, Sam’s average 

speed was 25 miles per hour, and Morgan’s 

average speed was 35 miles an hour. At what 

time did Sam and Morgan meet? 



NATIONAL SCIENCE WEEK 

Booking.com, eBay, Boden, and M&S. 

Every time you shop, we receive a small donation 

to say ‘thank you’ and it’s completely free too! We 

want to raise as much as possible so please sign 

up and help us at https://

www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/

thomasalleyneacademy/ 

Last week was Science Week, and along with a speaker 

from the UK Space Agency, Paul Hill, we ran a 

discussion competition during form.   

I gave forms from each House a different proposition; 

human cloning, the vegan diet and genetic modification 

of a baby. Each form was given an argument for making 

the change, and was challenged to argue against, or for 

the idea. In all honesty I have not done all the things I 

said I did – I haven’t modified a foetus, or agree with 

cloning humans for testing, but there is merit in 

discussing these things.  

 

In Science, especially now, we are on the verge of being 

able to do these things, and it is important for young 

people to understand what is going on around them. 

Many people have ideas or views that you may not 

agree with, but to argue with them is pointless. A 

rational discussion is much more valuable, and 

hopefully these have continued into the homes of the 

students.   

 

Comments ranged from:   

 

“Would you feel guilty if your child (having been 

modified) started feeling self-conscious about the looks 

you designed?” – Emily Mugford, 7N3  

 

“It would be easy to be vegan in countries such as 

England / America, but in poorer countries where food 

is scarce it would not be possible” – Jamie, Sofia, Aaron, 

Lloyd and Alex, 8D3  

 

A very balanced argument from 9F3, concluded that 

‘while human cloning would greatly help our human 

community it is morally wrong – it could go wrong and 

negatively affect humanity.’ 

 

7D2 came up with some fantastic points – my favourite 

as I hadn’t thought of it was ‘cutting out meat could 

increase the black market trade.’   

 

I really think that having discussions based around news 

articles and current innovations in science is an amazing 

way to promote a love of learning, and ensure that we 

realise science makes huge contributions to our daily 

life. It also challenges our morals; should we stand by 

and allow global warming when we can do something 

about it?  

 

Happy Science 

Week everyone!  

 

Mr G Bagshaw 

EASYFUNDRAISING 

We’ve registered with easyfundraising and we 

need your help!  

Easyfundraising is a great website where you 

can help The Thomas Alleyne Academy, Steven-

age raise funds simply by doing your everyday 

online shopping with over 3,600 big name re-

tailers like Amazon, Argos, John Lewis, ASOS, 



SIXTH FORM NEWS 

Universities, exhibitors will include Student 

Finance England, Employers, Gap Year Specialists 

and talks on CV writing, personal statements, 

choosing a university and university courses and 

how to apply to Oxbridge (Cambridge or Oxford 

University).  For 

further information, 

please visit:  

https://

www.ucas.com/

events/london-

higher-education-

exhibition-339436  

 

Spanish Club 

NEW! Spanish Club next 

Wednesday 27th March.  All years 

are welcome, please see full details below: 

 

Club de Español, todos los miércoles a la hora del 

almuerzo en el centro de conferencias, por favor, 

¡únete a nosotros! (13.35-13.55) 27 Marzo 2019: 

Spanish Club, every Wednesday lunch time in the 

Conference Centre, please come and join us! (13.35-

13.55) 27th March 2019 

 

Pepito Joke: 

La maestra dice: 

Pepito dime cinco cosas que contengan leche: 

Pepito responde: Cinco vacas, señora! 

 

Libby, Senior Student and MFL Ambassador, 

Year 12 

Careers - National Apprenticeship Week 

On Tuesday 12th March we visited the 

National Apprenticeship Show in Milton 

Keynes. This is the 12th annual event and some 

of the employers at the event were Amazon 

Apprenticeships, The Army, Aviva, Balfour 

Beatty, Lloyds Bank, MBDA, Renault, 

Mercedes and Unilever. Degree and Higher 

Apprenticeships can be found by searching 

the following websites: 

www.amazingapprenticeships.com and The 

National Careers Service https://

nationalcareersservice.direct.gov.uk/about-us/

home Apprenticeships start at Level 2 (post 

GCSE, up to Level 6 which is degree/masters 

level).  Students may also find apprenticeships 

via the UCAS 

website at https://

www.ucas.com/

apprenticeships-in-

the-uk  

 

On Thursday 21st March our Biology students 

visited Whipsnade Zoo.  The students spent 

the day at Whipsnade Zoo where they 

observed the wide range of animals; learnt 

more about both their adaptations and 

evolution and the importance of captive 

breeding programs for conservation. Visit: 

https://www.zsl.org/zsl-whipsnade-zoo  

 

 Our next event is to the Excel, London, where 

all Year 12 students will be visiting the UCAS 

(University and Colleges Admission Service) 

Fair.  As well as all the Russell Group 
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YEAR 10 BOYS RUGBY 

 

On Wednesday evening, the Year 10 boys rugby team 

represented the school at the County Cup Final. The 

game was held at Old Albanians RFC in St Albans in 

front a packed crowd.  

 

Having beaten Sir Fredric Osborn, Simon Balle and 

Chancellors School on the way to the final the boys 

were upbeat and positive about finally breaking the 

duck, having been to the finals for the last 2 years 

only to lose narrowly both times.  

 

The final was against Longdean School from Hemel 

Hempstead. We started fast and were quickly 15-0 up 

following tries from Jayden Ingam, Connor Welch and 

Danny Hay. Special mention to Connor for his 

excellent kick through for Jayden to chase and touch 

down. Just before half time Longdean fought back making 

the score 15-12 at half time. After some clear messages 

from returning coach Mr Visser, the boys went out and 

put everything on the line.  

 

Unfortunately it was not meant to be and as we tired 

Longdean scored 2 more tries making the final score 26-15. 

At the final whistle the boys were understandably upset, 

but they and us, can be incredibly pleased with their 

achievements throughout their time playing rugby for the 

school.  

 

Well done boys, I was very proud of every one of you 

yesterday. 

 

Mr Woolley 

SPORTING NEWS 

FOOTBALL 

 

The Year 8 football team has made a Division 1 final for 

the first time in what I would guess is a very long time. Ms 

Wellings and Mrs Hinch certainly couldn't remember the 

last time a TAA boys football team made a Division 1 

final in the North Herts leagues. This is after finishing top 

of the table on goal difference over Highfield, who we 

meet in the final on Tuesday 26th March at St. 

Christopher School 4:15pm KO. 

 

The Year 7 football team also had an excellent season 

finishing second in the Stevenage Schools football league 

and ensuring they will also be playing Division 1 football 

in North Herts next season.  

 

The Year 9 and 10 football teams finished 2nd and 4th in 

their respective leagues. 

 

BASKETBALL 

 

The Year 7 basketball team have had a good season 

winning 3 games and losing just once. They play Priory 

School tonight in their final game, having already 

been narrowly pipped to the top of the table and just 

missing out on the final. 

 

TAEKWONDO 

 

After 10 years of training, Tom Jeffries in Year 11 

passed his 3rd Dan black belt in Taekwondo at the 

weekend, being tested by a 6th Dan examiner, 

Master Eron Miah. The test included technical 

ability, self-defence against punch and knife attacks, 

Olympic-style fighting against a heavier adult male 

and another black belt, then defending against two 

people at the same time. The test concluded with 

Tom jumping over someone to break a board with a 

flying side kick, then breaking another board with a 

spinning kick before finishing with a jumping kick 

breaking a board held by someone standing on a 

chair. Tom is the youngest person in Stevenage 

Taekwondo's 30 year history to achieve 3rd Dan 

black belt. Congratulations Tom, we’re all very 

proud of your amazing achievements.   



 

Morrison Utility Services warmly welcomed 20 
Year 10 students to their site in Stevenage this 
week.  
 
During the introductory session the students 
set out the aims for the day: to learn more 
about the utilities industry, to apply the 
physics they have been learning to real life and 
to explore what life is like as an apprentice. 
 
The students competed in four activities 
during the day on a rotation. Throughout the 
day they had the opportunity to talk to the 
apprentices and find out more about their job 
roles. 
 
 During activity one we all put on our personal 
protective equipment and visited a substation. 
The students learnt about the substation and 
how reliant our homes are on the substation 
working reliably. This visit reinforced the 
curriculum content that the students have 
studied in Physics. 
 
Activity two saw the students compete in the 
Morrison Utility City Challenge. In this activity 
students have to plan the most cost effective 
solution to a new development. They have to 
decide where to build and how to supply 
utilities and roads to a new area. The students 
had to problem solve, overcome setbacks and 
work in a team to complete their design within 
the time limit. All students worked really hard 
and there was very little difference between 
first and second place. 
 
Activity three included a wiring a plug 
challenge and a marketing challenge. The 
ideas the students developed during the 
marketing challenge are going to be explored 
further by Morrison Utility with a very real 
possibility of them being developed further 
and used by the company. 
 

The final activity was the mystery guest activity. 
Students met two Morrison Utility employees and 
had to ask them questions so that they could 
ascertain their job roles. Students had to ask a 
variety of questions and were challenged to 
consider roles they were not familiar with. The 
students got very close to establishing that Rachel 
was a quantity surveyor and that Collin was the 
company’s HR Director. The activity provided an 
excellent opportunity for students to appreciate 
the variety of roles available within the industry. 
 
On our return to school students explored the 
work related skills that they had developed and 
could all articulate a variety of things that they had 
learnt.  
 
Lucie Cox and the wonderful team at Morrison 
Utility were very complimentary about all of the 
students that attended. Lucie stated the event ‘was 
brilliant, a personal highlight in my working life’. 
 
It was an absolute pleasure to watch our students 
ask intelligent questions, apply their scientific 
knowledge and work together with great maturity. 
Thank you to our wonderful students and all of the 
staff at Morrison Utility for a fantastic day. 

MORRISON UTILITY SERVICES TRIP 
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Wednesday 27th March 2019 

Year 11 Parents’ Information Evening 

Thursday 4th April 2019  

Parent Forum & Year 11 Photos 

Friday 5th April 2019  

Last day of term  

Thank you to everyone who has been bringing in crisp 

packets for the Terracycle recycling scheme - we have 

sent off 2 big boxes all ready this year - we're just 

waiting for the second one to be credited to our 

account, the first box added £5.64 to our school 

account. 

Terracycle have now expanded the collection to include 

nut , pretzel  and popcorn packets.  

 

Please encourage your student to put their packets in 

the recycling boxes - they are in the canteen, library, D 

block, reception & S3. 

If you would like to have a collection point somewhere 

else in the school please let me know where. 

Thank you for your support with this recycling 

incentive. 

TERRACYCLING SCHEME  Tuesday 26th & Wednesday 27th March 

Y11 BTEC Sports Exams  














