
 HEADTEACHER’S UPDATE 
Welcome to the latest edition of our newsletter packed once 
again with news of our successful staff and students.  I am 
delighted to announce our first gold badge winners in this 
edition. Many congratulations to Emma Chapman, Emily 
Sangster, Kailani Wilson and Natalie Redmond. Alongside 
their gold badge, students names will be displayed on the 
winners board in the hall and they will be invited to a 
celebration reception with their family.  We look forward to 
presenting many more gold badges in the years to come. 
  

Alongside our many achievements during school hours, we are always pleased to hear news of student successes outside of 
school.  In this edition you can read about Luke Scholes’ golfing success, Emma Chapman’s support for Herts Music 
Centre and Hayden Chambers’ efforts to scale Mount Snowdon in support of Young Minds.  If you have positive news you 
would like to share with us, please email admin@tas.herts.sch.uk – if there is a picture to go with the story, even better! 
  
Yesterday I was very proud to represent Thomas Alleyne’s at the Inspiring Hertfordshire Awards. We were finalists in a 
category recognising excellence in employer education. Whilst we didn’t win, the other shortlisted candidates included 
two outstanding schools from St Albans and Harpenden, a private provider and North Hertfordshire College. We are very 
proud to be recognised for the excellent work we are doing to prepare our students for the world of work. 
  
Mark Lewis 
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LOST PROPERTY 

We received the following recognition email from 
Mrs Luchies at the Herts Music Centre regarding 
one of our students, Emma Chapman 
 
‘Dear Mr Lewis, 
  
I would like to use this opportunity to express my 
appreciation for the contribution one of your 
students is making towards our community. Emma 
Chapman is one of our Saturday Morning Music 
School volunteers and has been performing in 
several charity concerts to raise funds for local 
projects as part of the Let’s Sing Community choir. 
  
She performed at the Mayor’s concert, 24th April 
2018, Gordon Craig Theatre, as well as the Let’s 
Sing/Buccinate Charity Concert where we raised 
over a £1000.00 for the Moja project in Tanzania. 

STUDENT AMBASSADOR FOR TAA 

She also performed at the Arts Guild Young Person’s 
Awards on Thursday 24th May 2018, Leslie Rose 
Auditorium, Nobel.  
 
As a volunteer, Emma is supporting our string teacher, 
Claire Humphries, every Saturday morning (from 9 am 
– 12.30 pm). She helps setting up at the start of the day, 
supports the younger students all morning during the 
variety of string activities and also helps to tidy at the 
end of the day. She is very reliable, punctual and 
greatly valued by the younger students and their 
parents.’ 
  
A big well done goes to Emma for being such a great 
role model and great student ambassador in the school 
community.  

Before the end of term we would like to reu-

nite un-named items in lost property with 

their owners. Everything pictured is un-named 

and needs to find its way back home, if you 

spot something that belongs to you then 

please send your child to lost property. 

Please can you check uniform and PE kits 

over the summer break and write your 

child’s name on everything, make sure that 

any names written into clothes and have 

been washed are still legible. 

  



 

SPORTING AND STUDENT SUCCESS 
 

District Athletics  
 
I am very proud to inform you that Alleynes have 
won the last 2 District athletics meets this season 
after finishing runners-up in the first one.  I would 
like to say a big thank you to the students below who 
participated in an event just to get points for the 
team despite never having done that event before: 
 
Luisa Agoulmine 
Andrew Southall 
Dylan Mangoro 
Zuzanna Labatczyk 
James Verschoyle 
Nathan Bowdery 
 
I am also pleased to inform you that we've had the 
following school records broken this season: 

 
Boys  
4x100m Relay  Year 9—S. Sureshbabu, J. Ingham, C. 
Bridge, M. Twining-Wright—51.97 seconds 
200m Year 10—R. Miller-Dineen—24.12 seconds 
 
Girls 
100m Year 7—E. Howard—13.16 seconds 
1500m Year 7—R. Bigley 6:18:00 minutes 
300m Year 8—A Mwaura—52.98 seconds 
Shot Year 8  - L Shepherd—7.7 metres 
300m  Year 9—E. Moorby—51.65 seconds 
 

 
Golf Champion 
 
A big congratulations also goes to Luke Scholes who 
won the Herts Junior 
Champion Club competition 
with the Chesfield Downs 
team on 1st June. He also won 
the solo cup as he came first 
with an amazing 46 points 
and then received a 6 shot 
cut to his handicap, so is now 
playing off 18! Well done 
Luke. 

 
 

Charity Walk 
 
Hayden Chambers has 
also made us all very 
proud, he completed a 
hike up and down 
Mount Snowdon 
during half term and 
raised over £300 for 
YoungMinds. If you 
would like to donate 
please visit https://
www.justgiving.com/
fundraising/sarah-
chambers16  
 
 

 
 
 
 
Gold Badge Winners! 
 
We had our first gold badge winners at the end of 
term!  Emma Chapman, Kailani Wilson. Emily 
Sangster and Natalie Redmond all secured the 
highest achievement in the school. Their names 
will go up on our gold badge winners board in the 
next few weeks for everyone to see.  
 
 
 
 

(Below) Emily  and Natalie with 

their gold badges 

(Above) Hayden on Mount Snowden 



Dates for your diary  

SIXTH FORM NEWS 
Welcome to the fortnightly Sixth Form News. Here you will find everything that has been 

going on in our fantastic Sixth Form Department and any upcoming events/dates that you 

may need to know about. 

It is always wonderful to hear how amazingly well our 

past students are progressing and how they like to keep 

in touch with us.   Last month we heard from Tayla who 

was successful in gaining a 3-year Higher Level 

Apprenticeship for Vauxhall in Luton and is studying 

for a Degree Apprenticeship in Marketing and Business 

Management. Tayla will shortly be coming into school 

to speak to our Year 12 students about her 

apprenticeship journey.  www.vauxhall.co.uk Chloe is 

excelling at GSK in her Chemistry Degree 

Apprenticeship where she is 

Laboratory Science 

Apprentice Level 5, 

specialising in Biological Mass 

Spectrometry. (www.gsk.com) 

Oba (left) is studying for his 

degree in Social Work (BA 

Hons) at the University of 

Kent  https://www.kent.ac.uk 

and has just been successful 

in completing his second year 

exams. 

Create and Succeed: Work 

Experience 

In Sixth Form we offer a holistic approach to the A 

Level programme.  To support and enrich their 

academic studies and prepare students for higher 

education or employment we arrange bespoke and 

appropriate work experience. One of our Year 12 

students Tylar, has just been successful in securing 

work experience at a local solicitor’s office where she 

will gain invaluable skills for her future career in law.  

Zander is enjoying his time spent at Purwell Primary 

School where he is teaching and inspiring younger 

children in Computer Science. Such placements speak 

volumes on UCAS personal statements, apprenticeship 

applications and CVs where competition for all such 

placements is extremely high.  We continually search for 

new and inspirational speakers to visit our academy and 

are delighted that many students have benefited from 

work experience through these key note speakers from 

highly accredited companies and firms. 

Sociology – Education Modules and Visit to British 

Schools Museum 

 On 24th May, Year 

12 enjoyed a visit to 

the British Schools 

Museum in Hitchin 

as part of their 

course on the 

sociology of 

education.  The museum is housed in a real former 

Victorian school, established in 1808 by Joseph 

Lancaster, an industrialist and philanthropist, a full 80 

years before the government embraced the idea of 

universal primary education. Inside, there is a recreation 

of the 1837 monitorial schoolroom, complete with rows 

of benches and a stove in the corner to heat the 

cavernous hall.  The weather was quite chilly on the day 

of our visit so we could appreciate how cold it must have 

been for the children in the nineteenth century!   

Our group was led by members of museum staff, one 

dressed as a Victorian schoolmarm who was 

convincingly stern and forbidding.  The class enjoyed a 

day finding out what our great-great (great, great….) 

grandparents would have experienced at school.  The 

classroom held up to 300 children who had to sit quietly 

in rows, with no talking and certainly no answering 

back.  For such offences, they were made to stand or sit 

with signs around their necks, and even wear a dunce’s 

cap!  Pupils were all taught in one room and sat in rows 

according to their ages.  Monitors – who were fellow 

pupils – led each year group in the recitation of spellings  

http://www.vauxhall.co.uk
http://www.gsk.com
https://www.kent.ac.uk


and their times tables etc.  Some of us were selected 

to be monitors and the rest had to sit through a lesson 

as it would have been taught in the 1840s.  The 

curriculum was very limited, dominated by rote 

learning of basic English and Maths.  ‘Object’ lessons, 

to enable the children to recognise and describe 

artefacts related to geography and other subjects, 

were only introduced in the 1860s to broaden the 

topics covered.  The main aim of education at that 

time was to ensure that the industrial revolution had a 

literate, numerate workforce.   

This method of teaching was satirised in Charles 

Dicken’s book “Hard Times,” where the harsh 

headmaster Mr Gradgrind insists: “What I want is, 

Facts.  Teach these boys and girls nothing but Facts.  

Facts alone are wanted in life.  Plant nothing else, and 

root out everything else.” 

We had lessons in handwriting and learned that any 

of the left-handed students amongst us would have 

been punished for writing with the ‘wrong’ hand and 

been forced to use their right hand by tying the 

offending one behind their back.  Arithmetic was 

done on slates, with a very scratchy slate pencil, and 

other lessons were on paper, using pens with nibs 

dipped in ink and a sheet of blotting paper to prevent 

messy pages.  These methods gave rise to the familiar 

phrases ‘start with a clean slate’ and ‘don’t blot your 

copybook’.  The cane was used for punishment and 

teachers wielded power in the classroom by hitting 

children across the hand with smaller ‘switches’ or 

rulers.  However, there was also a merit system to 

reward good students and a punishment record book 

preserved from the past showed that teachers were 

not quite as violent and vengeful as we like to 

imagine! 

We had a lesson in a ‘modern’ classroom from 1885 

when desks were introduced (rather than sitting on 

benches or the floor) where scenes from the TV series 

“Just William” were filmed. We were also able to see 

the recent WWI exhibition, including a recreation of a 

trench (which smelled quite convincingly) and a table 

covered with real WWI weaponry.   

Students gave their feedback after the visit and said they 

had learned valuable context for the course which has 

helped them to understand the subject at a deeper level. 

Mrs Brownjohn and Mr White 

Aim High: Russell Group Universities and Summer 

Schools 

We are extremely pleased to confirm that many of our 

students have secured summer schools and placements 

at Russell Group Universities, places for these events are 

extremely rare and our congratulations go to:  Grace and 

Mayowa who will be attending a 1-day workshop at UCL, 

London in the disciplines of Psychology and Sociology 

and Vita for her success in gaining a prestigious Nuffield 

Placement in Psychology, (there are only 1,000 places for 

Nuffield placements each year nationally so this is 

fantastic news).  Lucy will be attending Cambridge 

University in July for an Introduction to Medicine and 

Science and Bethany has a placement for a summer 

school workshop in History at Nottingham University. 

Well done to all our students. 

Learn Direct Programme – Youth Connexions 

We have been working on a 

collaborative programme with YC who 

have been helping many students gain 

work experience in diverse fields such 

as Chiropractic’s, Accountancy and Physiotherapy. 

Year 13 – Final Exams 

All our Year 13 students are being supported by their 

subject teachers with last minute revision techniques and 

we wish them all the success they deserve in their 

examinations.  There will be a Leavers’ Breakfast for Year 

13 on Wednesday 27th June at 11.00 am in the Conference 

Centre.   

 

SIXTH FORM NEWS CONT 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

The Thomas Alleyne Academy 

Wednesday 27th June 2018 

District Athletics and Year 11 Book Return Day 

Friday 22nd June 2018 

Sports Day—Ridlins 

Tuesday 26th June 2018 

Parent Forum 6-7pm 

 STUDENT WELLBEING 

If your child would benefit from some emotional support, 
and self-care for their wellbeing outside of school, the links 
below are great to help you as their parent/carer to guide 
them. They empower you with the knowledge and 
understanding your child might need, some also offer 
services for parents. 
 
https://mindinmidherts.org.uk/ 
https://youngminds.org.uk/ 
http://stand-by-me.org.uk/ 
 
The headspace app is also free to download, and helps 
many young people to focus, and sleep. https:/
www.headspace.com/ 
 
Tilehouse counselling offers a great service for young 
people. http://www.tilehouse.org/ 
 
If you want to discuss your childs needs further you can 
always contact the school and speak to the HOY. 

GDPR Consent and Privacy Forms 
Reminder  

  
In order to comply with the requirements of 
the General Data Protection regulations we 
have asked parents and carers to complete 
two forms for their child. These forms were 
emailed by Schoolcomms on the 21st May. It 
is very important that you return signed 
forms to form tutors as soon as possible. 
Printed copies are available from reception. 
Signed consent forms can be scanned and 
emailed to admin@tas.herts.sch.uk.  

https://mindinmidherts.org.uk/
https://youngminds.org.uk/
http://stand-by-me.org.uk/
https://www.headspace.com/
https://www.headspace.com/
http://www.tilehouse.org/


 

 

 

 

Thomas Alleyne Supporters Association (TASA) 

Thomas Alleyne Supporters Association (TASA) 

What is TASA? 

TASA is a group of parents, ex pupils and staff who volunteer their time to organise 
fundraising events for the academy. 

What does it do ? 

Events organised by TASA are created to be fun for the students whilst also raising money to 
buy items suggested by Student Parliament, to benefit everyone in the academy community. 
In addition to raising money, it fosters a community spirit. Four events have been planned 
for this year; Year 7 Fright Night, Year 8 Snow Ball, a Talent evening for all year groups, and 

whole school Summer Fair. 

TASA also provides refreshments at parent’s evenings for a small donation and a tuck shop 
for Sports Day. 

How can I help ? 

 You could support TASA by encouraging your child/children to attend the events. 
 Put your spare change in the pot when having a cuppa at parents evening. 

 Attend some of the events if appropriate 
 You could consider joining the event planning meetings. New parents are always very 

welcome and it may not take as much time as you think; we have one planning meeting 
before each event which lasts approximately an hour, and then as much time as you feel 

you can offer to support each event. Or you may like to support a single event, that is 
pertinent to your child's year group. 

 

If you would like more information, please contact Mrs Hayman through 

admin@tas.herts.sch.uk 





Application forms can be collected from Ms Mercer. 




