
 HEADTEACHER’S UPDATE 
Welcome to the latest edition of our academy 
newsletter.  As I write this introduction our Year 11 
students are in the middle of writing one of their 
GCSE papers.  I have been really impressed with 
the way our students have approached the last few 
weeks at school. They have been working hard and 
deserve every success. 
  

Alongside exams we have had a busy fortnight at Thomas Alleyne’s with a fantastic range of opportunities 
continuing to be offered to our students.  Our bronze Duke of Edinburgh students have spent Thursday and 
Friday walking, with a night under canvas. This is their first expedition without direct staff supervision on 
the walking stage so it will put their map reading skills to the test! 
  
In this edition of our newsletter you can read about the fantastic sporting results we have had over the past 
few weeks, our new Sports Personality of the Week award that our PE team have put in place and 
information about how you can get involved in our next TAPAS auditions. 
 
Mark Lewis 
Headteacher 
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We are also giving advanced notice of the 
upcoming auditions for next year's school 
production of the classroom comedy 'Teechers', 
by John Godber.  
 
This play takes a look at school life in the 1980s 
when a new teacher arrives at a school to take 
over a group of disinterested students in their 
drama class.  
 
The auditions will take place on Thursday 27th 
June at 3pm in the drama studio, with audition 
pieces being available from Monday 17th June. 
 
Mrs Cowen  
Head of Drama  

Girls Rounders Fixtures 

Congratulations to both the Year 10 and 7 teams 

for beating Barnwell on Tuesday 14th May 2019 

scoring a massive 13 1/2 Rounders in the Year 7 

game and 14 Rounders in the Year 10 game. This 

is a very positive start to the summer league. 

Keep up the hard work and training on a 

Tuesday after school. 

 

Sports Personality Awards  

This term the PE department are celebrating 

student and team efforts and achievements by 

nominating students each week from lessons 

and extra-curricular clubs. Take a look on the 

Gym noticeboard every Friday to see if your 

name has been selected. House points 

are earned by those who are awarded the top 3 

positions. 

 

Fun Run 

Fun Run is fast approaching - remember to 

bring in your £2 non-uniform money on Friday 

24th May 2019. If you haven't already planned 

your fancy dress costume now is the time. 

Hopefully you have already got lots of sponsors, 

but there is still time to collect some more. Let’s 

see who can raise the most sponsorship money! 

TAPAS 

TAPAS (Thomas Alleyne Performing Arts 
Society) will be performing at the 25th 
anniversary of the Stevenage Festival of the 
Arts at the Gordon Craig Theatre on Monday 
24th June at 7pm. We will be showcasing a 
cameo of songs from the musical 'Little Shop 
of Horrors' alongside performances from 
other local schools.  
 
The evening is a celebration of the talent 
within our Stevenage schools and will be a 
fantastic opportunity for the students to 
showcase their hard work.  
 
Tickets are available from the Gordon Craig 
box office - 01438 363200. 
 

STUDENT SUCCESS 



The choir was started on 24th April 2010 for anyone 
with or without any musical knowledge over the age 
of 16 years. 

Our first director was Michael Price who is a composer 
and music director who works on film and TV scores, 
most famously for the BBC series Sherlock. 

The name of the choir changed in April 2012 to “Just 
Sing” with increased rehearsals to two a month. 

In April 2013 we were pleased to welcome our new 
director Penny Manser. 

Penny was a delight and brought about a change of 
direction with the choir. 

Our current director is Paul Fothergill who has been 
with us since 2017. 

With an increase in membership we now meet weekly 
on Thursdays 7 – 9 pm at Grace Community Church, 
Hydean Way, Stevenage. 

Our repertoire is varied covering all aspects of music. 

If you enjoy singing and are over 16 years of age, please 

JUST SING COMMUNITY CHOIR 

come along. You will be made very welcome. First taster 
session is free. 

We perform 2 concerts a year Christmas and Summer as 
well as supporting local events during the year. 

Our last Christmas Concert was a joint venture with the 
Hemel Hempstead Brass Band which was very 
enjoyable. 

Our Summer Concert this year is on Saturday 13th July 
commencing 7.30pm at Thomas Alleyne School, 
Stevenage, and covers songs from the musicals. Tickets 
are available from www.ticketsource.co.uk/just-sing-
community-choir 

More information is available on our web site 

www.justsingcc.org.uk 

Calling all parents and carers! 
 
Do you have some spare time on your 
hands?  Could you be a volunteer at TAA 
Library?   
 
We are extremely fortunate at TAA to have a 
well resourced and well staffed library which is 
of benefit to all of our students in Years 7-
13.  The library is also the home of a number of 
reading programmes organised for our 
students.  We are looking for parents/carers who 

could volunteer on a regular basis to help with 
a range of tasks, including: supporting a 
student book club, supporting a reading 
mentoring programme and carrying out some 
general library duties. 
 
If you think that you may be able 
to help, please email Sherry 
Sanderson, School Librarian, for 
more details: 
sandersons@tas.herts.sch.uk 

PARENT VOLUNTEERS WANTED! 



SIXTH FORM NEWS 

Head Girl, Lottie, has just secured two prestigious summer 

school places.  The first placement is with the Sutton Trust, 

an educational charity in the United Kingdom that aims to 

improve social mobility through evidence-based 

programmes and research. This four-week placement in 

Medicine will take place at Bristol University, a Russell 

Group University.  The second award is with Nuffield 

Research, who each year provide students with the 

opportunity to work alongside professional scientists 

(including quantitative social scientists), technologists, 

engineers and mathematicians.  Lottie’s 4-week Nuffield 

placement will be at the Lister Hospital under the guidance 

of a registrar working in Respiratory Diseases.  Very well 

done and congratulations Lottie on procuring both 

placements against huge competition! 

 

Dates for your diary: 

Friday 24th May: The Thomas Alleyne Annual Fun Run  

Tuesday 2nd July 2019 – Taster Day for New Cohort, all Year 

12 to help subject teachers 

Thursday 4th July 2019 – Cultural visit to Ashmolean 

Museum, Oxford 

Wednesday 10th July 2019 – Year 12 Transition to Year 13 

Thursday 11th July 2019 – Students off timetable for HE/

Apprenticeship/Employment Guidance 

 

Friday 12th July 2019 – End of term reward trip for Year 12 to 

Frinton-on-Sea and last day of term  

 

Websites we are researching for ‘next steps’ Post 18: 

www.ucas.com   - Universities and Colleges Admissions 

Service  

https://university.which.co.uk     Which? Consumer Advice 

on Higher Education 

www.gov.uk/student-finance   - Information, advice and 

guidance about tuition and maintenance loans 

www.thecompleteuniversityguide.co.uk/league-tables/  

Aim High 
 
On Wednesday 8th May, we welcomed a VIP to our 

Academy, Tom Toumazis, MBE.  Mr Toumazis has a 

portfolio of directorships focused in technology, 

media and the arts.  He is founder investor and chair 

of three start-ups, Tagsmart, Fusebox and Games and 

TVbeat and an external director of PerformingRights 

Society for Music.  Mr Toumazis has held senior roles 

at ITV, Walt Disney, Eurosport, Endemol Shine 

(Media Company) and Yahoo. He is a visiting 

professor and Honorary Fellow at London Southbank 

University.  He is also Chairman and founder of the 

Childline Board that has raised over £13m and is a 

member of the Board of Trustees for the NSPCC.  He 

is a big fan of Arsenal and is currently learning to play 

chess.  Our Year 12 students were able to speak to him 

prior to the talk and made him tea! He then spoke to 

a group of Year 10 and Year 12 students who are 

interested in careers in media and film.  He advised 

our students to always say ‘yes’ and talked about 

facing challenges, how to overcome them, and to take 

advantage of all opportunities available to them.  Mr 

Toumazis informed students that they need to stand 

out at interviews in today’s highly competitive market 

and one way that students can do this is to take up a 

hobby that is interesting and that students can talk 

about for approximately three minutes as this will 

make them stand out from the crowd. It was a 

wonderful afternoon.  We all very much enjoyed the 

talk and thanked Mr Toumazis for taking time out of 

his very busy schedule to talk to some of our Year 10 

and Year 12 students. 

Create and Succeed 

We are delighted to announce the news that our 

http://www.ucas.com
https://university.which.co.uk
http://www.gov.uk/student-finance
http://www.thecompleteuniversityguide.co.uk/league-tables/
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Year 7 PGL Trip 

Monday 27th - Friday 31st May 2019 

Half term 

If any parent with a child at the school or an employee 

of the school sells their property through Hunters 

estate agents Stevenage, they will donate £100 from 

their fees back to the school (as a charitable donation) 

upon completion of the sale. Further to this, the seller 

will also receive a £100 

discount as well. All the 

seller needs to do is to make 

one of the sales team aware 

of this offer. 

FOR PARENTS/STAFF PLANNING 

ON SELLING THEIR HOUSE 

Friday 7th-Sunday 9th June 2019 

Friday 24th May 2019  

Fun Run & last day of term  

Thursday 23rd May 2019  

Parent Forum 

Year 10 Holland Parent Meeting 6pm 

Tuesday 11th June 2019 
















