
 HEADTEACHER’S UPDATE 
Welcome to the latest edition of our academy 
newsletter.  It was wonderful to see so many parents and 
family members supporting our Sports Day last Friday. 
We saw some incredible performances from our talented 
athletes and were bathed in glorious sunshine 
throughout the day.  As always, I was so proud to be a 
member of such a great school community. 
Congratulations to Darwin House for their victory this 
year!  

  
Continuing the sporting theme, we were pleased to be awarded Secondary School of the Year at the Stevenage 
Sporting Futures Awards this week. This the second consecutive year we have won this award which recognises 
the fantastic work of our PE department and wider staff team in promoting sport and the importance of an 
active, healthy lifestyle.  Tom Jefferies in Year 10 also won an award for Stevenage Sporting Achievement in 
recognition of his Taekwondo performances at a national level. 
  
Over the last six weeks our GCSE and A Level students have sat a large number of public examinations.  I’d like 
to thank all who were involved in ensuring a successful exam series and congratulate the students on their hard 
work in preparing for, and writing, their exam papers.  We hope our GCSE and A Level students enjoy their 
summer break and we look forward to seeing you in August for your results. 
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STEM INSIGHT 

The winner of the Summer 2018 Adecco Junior Top 
Talent programme is Natalie Redmond. 
Congratulations to Natalie who will join the 
winners of the Spring programme, Daniel Kwok 
and Rael Browne, on a week’s work experience 
placement with Adecco. 
 
For the second time this year, Stuart Smith and 
Amy Jones from Adecco UK have run the Adecco 
Junior Top Talent programme with a group of our 
Year 10 students. The Junior Top Talent 
programme is designed to help students learn 
more about the world of work and find out about 
the job application process in a range of industries. 
The programme has a competitive element where 
students are judged on how they perform in a final 
interview; the winner receives a week’s work 
experience placement with Adecco. 

ADECCO JUNIOR TOP TALENT 

The programme consists of a number of workshops for 
students focused on topics such as: CV writing, job 
applications and interview skills, and culminates in 
mock interviews for all the students. Stuart and Amy 
from Adecco have continued to be impressed with our 
students, commenting on their high levels of 
commitment to the programme and the impressive 
way they have conducted 
themselves during interviews. 
We are very grateful to Stuart 
and Amy from Adecco for 
their fantastic work with our 
students and we look forward 
to running the workshops 
again next year. 
 
Mrs Cook 
Deputy Headteacher 

Over the half term we attended a STEM (Science, 

Technology, Engineering and Maths) insight course 

run by the EDT in partnership with the University of 

Hertfordshire. The course aims to provide students 

with a better understanding of careers in the STEM 

industry and provides links to employers and higher 

education. 

As part of the course we visited three different 

locations. The first location was the Oakland College 

where we learnt how to solder, how to use a 3D 

printer and produce your own C.A.D design. This 

was a great opportunity to meet new people and help 

us with the important decision of what to do after 

school. The second day was at the University of 

Hertfordshire where we learnt a simple algorithm 

that found out the last digit of a barcode. The last 

day we went to the Ocado Warehouse; we started off 

the day learning basic programming through a game 

called Rapid Router. Continuing the day we received 

a warehouse tour where we saw an automated 

packing system with many machines and conveyer 

belts. Throughout the visits we discussed career 

opportunities and what we may like to study at post-16. 

In conclusion the course is a once in a lifetime 

experience, where you build strong social connections 

and helps you decide what to do after you finish your 

exams. 

Highly recommended by 

Soren and Charlie 

Applications for 

the October STEM 

insight course are 

now open. Find out 

more here: http://

www.etrust.org.uk/

routes-stem 



 

SPORTING AND STUDENT SUCCESS 
 
Sporting Achievements for Year 9 and 10 girls 
 
What an amazing year the girls in both Year 9 and 10 
had in their netball division this year, neither squads 
lost a game, which was a fantastic achievement. The 
Year 9 girls came to every practice. 
Year 9 girls are now promoted to Division 1 next season. 
Brilliant work girls. 
 
Year 9 Girls netball team were: - 
 
1. Jade Ainge (Captain) 
2. Annie Billings 
3. Abbie Luhman 
4. Amelia Felstead 
5. Kayleigh Cook 
6. Chloe Barber 
7. Sophie Davidson 
8. Olivia Mannion 
 
Year 10 Girls netball team were: - 
 
1. Hannah Wells (Captain) 
2. Katie Lane – Griffin 
3. Louise Newman 
4. Maddie Brown 
5. Zuzia Labatcyzk 
6. Emma Hipperson 
7. Courtney Cross 
 
The rounders season got underway and we did not have 
a good start in local matches,. However the girls were 
tenacious and never gave up, despite 2 losses in the 
league. The girls came to every rounders practice after 
school and were proactive in developing new tactics for 
the team and changing positions on the pitch. 
 
The day of the tournament the girls were nervous but 
very focused and determined to do well. The girls in the 
first round managed to get two of their opposition all 
out before the time was up. 
 
In the semi-finals we played St Christopher’s, their girls 
were excellent fielders. However our batting was better, 
Annie Billings scored 3 in this match and Megan Knott 
got two. 

 
The Final against St Francis was totally awesome. St 
Francis put us into bat first, so it was critical that both 
our batting and fielding was spot on. The girls lived 
up to their determination to win. The catching out in 
deep field by Sophie Davidson and Jade Ainge was 
incredible. Back stop Ruby Howel and first post Annie 
Billings was just brilliant at getting players out. 
Hannah Stevens at 2nd post was more than focused. 
Our bowler Kayleigh Cook never gave away any ½ 
rounders. Abby Luhman at 4th put the final end to 
the opposition to get a win. We once more got St 
Francis out before the end of time. This is the first 
time in over 26 years the girls have won the district 
rounders. We have been in the finals a few times but 
never won. Year 9 girls I am so proud of you. Well 
done. 
 
The Year 9 girls squad on the day was: - 
 
Bowler: Kayleigh Cook 
Back stop; Ruby Howell 
1st post: Annie Billings (vice captain) 
2nd post: Hannah Stevens 
3rd post: Megan Knot ( captain) 
4th post Abby Luhman 
1st Deep Sophie Davidson 
2nd Deep: Jade Ainge 
3rd Deep: Molly Heaps 
Reserve: Eleanor Cant 
 
Ms Wellings 



Dates for your diary  

SIXTH FORM NEWS 
Welcome to the fortnightly Sixth Form News. Here you will find everything that has been 

going on in our fantastic Sixth Form Department and any upcoming events/dates that you 

may need to know about. 

Aim High  

We are delighted that so many of our students are 

participating in Sutton Trust and Russell Group 

University summer schools in July 2018. Our latest 

success is applications for Year 12 male students to 

participate in a programme organised by UCL 

(University College London) called Insight. The day will 

give eligible students an insight into undergraduate 

study, choosing a degree course, postgraduate 

employment and visits with student ambassadors to 

various faculties. Connor, Year 12, will be attending on 

28th June at UCL’s Insight Session. All our students are 

looking forward to their placements and we will be 

reporting on their journeys for preparation to higher 

education in the Autumn edition of Sixth Form News. 

Visit: http://www.ucl.ac.uk/ for details on 

undergraduate study courses.  

Create and Succeed: Pathways to Success 

Programme  

At TAA we continually research opportunities that will 

benefit our students not just academically but so they 

may gain valuable transferable skills required by 

employers. In a recent survey o260 Hertfordshire 

businesses were asked to name the top criterion for a 

young employee. The main quality was 

‘enthusiasm’ (the top three were enthusiasm with a ‘can 

do’ attitude, courtesy and politeness and punctuality 

and attendance, after these items education and 

qualifications were listed). We have been working with 

YC Herts (Youth Connexions Hertfordshire) on a 

programme funded by LearnDirect since September 

2017. YC Herts visit our academy each week and spend 

time with students who wish to improve their CVs and 

need advice and guidance on careers and gaining 

bespoke work experience. Luke, Year 12, has secured 

part-time employment with a local retailer and was 

awarded £100.00 for participating in the programme. 

He has been working part-time for three months and 

has further been awarded a £10.00 gift card for 

embracing the company’s customer finance 

programme. The skills Luke’s learning will enable 

him to succeed in the future. 

Alumni and Celebrations  

We have just received news that Ryan, who attended 

Canterbury Christchurch University to study Science 

has graduated with a First Class Honours Degree. 

Ryan has already received several offers of 

employment. Congratulations to Ryan and his family. 

https://www.canterbury.ac.uk/  

We have some delightful news from Jo B who gained 

excellent grades at A level (A*AAB) and is now a 

successful undergraduate student reading English 

Literature at Oxford. She is in her initial year and has 

just passed all of her dissertations with first class. 

Congratulations Jo! https://www.brookes.ac.uk/  

Sarah is at Bristol University reading Music and in 

her final year. She will graduate this summer and will 

be starting Teacher Training in August to teach 

music in a local secondary school; she will be 

remaining in Bristol. Congratulations to Sarah too! 

http://www.bris.ac.uk/  

Here is an excerpt of an email from Chloe who is 

studying for her degree in Primary Education at the 

University of Hertfordshire (the University of 

Hertfordshire have just been awarded a Gold in the 

Governments Teaching and Excellence Framework, 

visit: https://www.officeforstudents.org.uk/advice-
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LIBRARY BOOKS 

Did you know that you can borrow free eBooks and eAudiobooks from Hertfordshire Libraries?  

BorrowBox, our eLibrary, is available 24/7 and offers a choice of almost 11,000 eBooks and over 4,000 
eAudiobooks with new titles are being added all the time. BorrowBox offers a fabulous selection for all 
ages and reading preferences, from the latest bestsellers to classics, as well as nonfiction - there is 
something for everyone!  

Hertfordshire Library members can borrow up to seven eBooks and seven eAudiobooks at one time for 
completely free, with no loan fees or overdue charges. To find out more about eBooks and eAudiobooks, 
and to download the BorrowBox app, visit www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/ebooks-andaudiobooks  

Don’t forget - library membership is free, you can find out more information and join either through our 
website at www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/libraries, or by visiting any Hertfordshire Library.  

and-guidance/teaching/tef-outcomes/ for full 

report). Chloe has completed year one with a 

first:  

“Hello Mrs Newbery, University has been a 

great experience so far. I have enjoyed 

stepping into the role of a teacher and I have 

recently passed my first year with a first! I feel 

ART & SCIENCE DAY AT ROEBUCK 

On the 21st June 11 or our Year 9 arts students 

joined a group of Barnwell and Trotts Hill students 

to take part in the science week at Roebuck 

Academy. The students worked helping the Year 2 

pupils at Roebuck to create a giant collage based 

on a tropical rainforest food chain. It was lovely to 

see all the students of different ages and from 

different schools working so well together. Our 

students were a credit to our academy as were all 

the students involved. The finished artwork is on 

display at Roebuck Academy. 

that writing my EPQ at Thomas Alleynes really 

helped me to write my academic assignments 

at university. https://www.herts.ac.uk/ Best 

wishes to you all, Chloe”  

Ms Newbery  

KS5 Curriculum Manager  

 



Rye House -  Saturday 16th June 2018—what a good 
day for The Thomas Alleyne Academy. Good 
weather, close to home and surprisingly a relaxing 
day, well relaxing ish… 
 
There was some sterling driving by all, Alfie Heaps, 
the new king in class 11 novice. Molly Nicolas-Biles 
doing some great driving in Class 11. Julian in Class 
11 doing some very impressive driving from the back 
of  the grid. William Class 11 novice is improving, 
finding his groove. Sean Conway in Class 11 doing 
some solid drives getting up the order. Molly Heaps 
in Class 11 unfortunately still struggling with engine 
performance, but still driving well. Mathew 
Hawkins in Class 11 is doing some great driving, he 
is right up to speed now. Reese Miller is doing very 
well in Class 7 battling right at the front. Georgia 
Haslam, in Class 8 is doing well, but not making 
friend's with the first hairpin. Georgia Haslam in 
Class 15 is having some solid drives. 
 
Some highlights of the day—Alfie's face when he 
received his first trophy, Julian and Molly Nicolas-
Biles for pulling off some great overtakes. Sean for 
getting his kart in places and past people where I 
thought he was not going to pull it off, Matthew for 
some great driving and speed and Reese for 
overtaking 3 people at the hairpin in one hit. 
 
The results are as follows: 
 
Alfie Heaps - Class 11 Novice of the Day 
Molly Nicolas-Biles - 2nd in Class 1 
Matthew Hawkins - 7th in Class 11 
Sean Conway - 14th in Class 11 
William Mutch - Class 11 Novice Finisher 
Julian - 12th in Class 11 
Georgia Haslam - 1st in Class 8 
Reese Miller - 3rd in Class 7 
 

KARTING CLUB 

It was a great day for all involved. 
 
Keep going, I see a lot of very proud parents standing 
watching and it is great to see. The next race is the 
National's at Larkhall. 
 
Also this was the last meeting with NatSKA for one of 
our own from Thomas Alleyne Academy although he 
raced for another team (TCR) he did start off with us 
and still remains a firm favourite with us, so from all of 
us as Thomas Alleyne Academy Kart Team, we would 
like to wish Archie Crosier the very best of luck and 
success wherever he is racing in the future. 
 
Graham Miller  

A big well done goes to Melody 

Brown in Year 9 who managed to 

raise a fantastic £96 for Autism 

Awareness. She did a cake and cookie 

sale which went down a treat with 

students and staff!  
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

The Thomas Alleyne Academy 

Friday 13th July 2018 

TASA Summer Fair (poster on page 9)  

Tuesday 10th July 2018 

Year 6 Transition Parent’s Evening 

Thursday 12th July 2018  

Secondary Transfer Day  

 STUDENT WELLBEING 

If your child would benefit from some emotional support, 
and self-care for their wellbeing outside of school, the links 
below are great to help you as their parent/carer to guide 
them. They empower you with the knowledge and 
understanding your child might need, some also offer 
services for parents. 
 
https://mindinmidherts.org.uk/ 
https://youngminds.org.uk/ 
http://stand-by-me.org.uk/ 
 
The headspace app is also free to download, and helps 
many young people to focus, and sleep. https:/
www.headspace.com/ 
 
Tilehouse counselling offers a great service for young 
people. http://www.tilehouse.org/ 
 
If you want to discuss your childs needs further you can 
always contact the school and speak to the HOY. 

Is there a school library book lurking 

about your home that you may have 

forgotten about?  Please can you have a 

good look around your home for possi-

ble hiding places your forgotten book 

might be.  At a relatives' house, your 

friend? 

There is no fee to pay.  Just pop any 

lost books into the returns box on the 

issue desk, no questions asked. This is 

also your opportunity to renew any 

books you are still reading and of 

course to borrow a few extras for over 

the holidays. 

https://mindinmidherts.org.uk/
https://youngminds.org.uk/
http://stand-by-me.org.uk/
https://www.headspace.com/
https://www.headspace.com/
http://www.tilehouse.org/




 

 

 

Thomas Alleyne Supporters Association (TASA) 

Thomas Alleyne Supporters Association (TASA) 

What is TASA? 

TASA is a group of parents, ex pupils and staff who volunteer their time to organise fundraising events for 
the academy. 

What does it do ? 

Events organised by TASA are created to be fun for the students whilst also raising money to buy items 
suggested by Student Parliament, to benefit everyone in the academy community. In addition to raising 

money, it fosters a community spirit. Four events have been planned for this year; Year 7 Fright Night, Year 
8 Snow Ball, a Talent evening for all year groups, and whole school Summer Fair. 

TASA also provides refreshments at parent’s evenings for a small donation and a tuck shop for Sports Day. 

How can I help ? 

 You could support TASA by encouraging your child/children to attend the events. 
 Put your spare change in the pot when having a cuppa at parents evening. 

 Attend some of the events if appropriate 
 You could consider joining the event planning meetings. New parents are always very welcome and it 

may not take as much time as you think; we have one planning meeting before each event which lasts 
approximately an hour, and then as much time as you feel you can offer to support each event. Or you 

may like to support a single event, that is pertinent to your child's year group. 
 

TASA Summer Fair 2018 
 

The TASA run Summer Fair will be an in school activity this year, on Friday 13th July, to launch Activities 
Week. There will be a food court offering a choice of foods in addition to many stalls, with a huge range of 
activities on offer. There will a bungee run, gladiator bash, demolition ball, last man standing, dizzy goal 

shootout, a nail bar and hair braiding to name just a few. 

Students will be allowed to wear non-uniform for a donation of £1, or a tombola item to the value of a £1 or 
more. More details to come, so watch this space! 

If you would like more information, please contact Mrs Hayman through admin@tas.herts.sch.uk 








