
 HEADTEACHER’S UPDATE 
Welcome to the final edition of our academy 
newsletter for this academic year.  It has been 
another year full of amazing achievements for our 
students and I hope you have all enjoyed reading 
about the many and varied successes we have been 
able to share in our fortnightly newsletter.   
 
We say goodbye to the following colleagues at the 

end of this term.  Thank you to Mrs Flanagan, Mrs Visser, Mr McWalter, Mr Thompson, and Mrs Collins 
who leave us for a range of challenges and opportunities.  I am delighted to inform you that we are fully 
staffed for September and we will be introducing our new team members to you in the first newsletter of the 
new academic year. 
  
I would like to thank you all for your continued support of our wonderful school and wish everyone a happy, 
healthy and safe summer break.  Our new Year 7s return at 0830 on Wednesday 4th September and the rest 
of the school are back on 5th September at the same time. 
 
Mark Lewis 
Headteacher 

this issue 

The Globe Theatre Trip P.2 
Sixth Form News P.2 

Duke of Edinburgh P.3 
Airbus Flying Challenge P.3 

Teaching & Learning @ TAA P.3 
Adecco Work Experience P.4 

Art Competition P.6 
Business Enterprise Speaker P.7 

Art Exhibition P.7 
Upcoming Events P.8 

The Thomas Alleyne Academy  
Issue 19 July 19th 2019 



On Thursday 11th July, 60 pupils from Year 7 – 9 
travelled to The Globe Theatre in London to watch the 
latest production of A Midsummer Night’s Dream – a 
Shakespeare play exploring the theme of love that was 
voted the nation’s favourite play.  
 
The performance was amazing! Being a comedy it was 
full of laughs, chaos and confusion as well as 
extravagant colours, characters and costumes – I had 
never imagined that I might see Bottom be transformed 
into a piñata!  
 
Everyone had a great time and 
we were lucky enough to get the 
highest seats in the house, 
which back in Shakespeare’s day 
would have meant that we were 
amongst those with the highest 
status in the audience (certainly 

THE GLOBE THEATRE TRIP 

much higher than the stinky groundlings standing 
below!).  
 
Mr Smith 
English Teacher 

 

SIXTH FORM NEWS 

a day of sun and sand at Frinton on Sea. Although 
the day was full of fun and frolics, the trip has the 
wider purpose of allowing students to develop 
supportive relationships with their peers as they 
move into Year 13. We arrived in glorious sunshine 
and had a delightful day on the beach playing cricket 
and football. We were fortunate to have the entire 
beach to ourselves and everyone enjoyed a paddle in 
a calm and a warm sea. Year 13 return on September 
5th for a busy year in which they will plan their 
future careers and work hard for final examinations. 
Year 12 will return on the 4th September at 11:30am. 

We wish them and their families a peaceful and 
happy summer break and thank parents for their 
support of Sixth Form during the academic year. 
 
Mrs Lewis 
Head of Sixth Form 

Aim High! Cultural visit to Oxford: July 4th 2019 

Our Sixth Form has an impressive portfolio of 
enrichment throughout the year that enables 
students to develop curiosity and explore learning 
outside the classroom. We are committed to 
providing a forward thinking education that 
enables students to consider wider links to the 
curriculum. Year 12 students enjoyed a fabulous 
day out in Oxford visiting the many historic sites of 
the city. We also enjoyed a wonderful tour of the 
Ashmolean Museum and a guided history of art 
tour. We were impressed that our students took 
the opportunity to learn about different aspects of 
art history and explored many aspects of world 
culture through time. 

Create and succeed! End of term trip: Friday July 
10th 2019  

After a year of hard work and dedication to their 
studies Year 12 celebrated their achievements with 



Congratulations to our bronze Duke of Edinburgh 
students who completed the expedition phase of their 
award with a presentation to parents about their 
experiences.  We heard tales of getting lost in the 
Hertfordshire countryside, finding out about farm 
usage and the human impact on the environment.   
 
We currently have twenty-two students who have 
completed their award this year.  Well done to: Tom 
Miller (Year 12), Holly Godbeer, Jessica Murray (Year 
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10), Alissa Crew, Olivia Long, Jorja Jay, Emma Radley, 
Leah Shepherd, Jamie Cunnington, Seth Fox Pearson, 
Jamie Hickman, Cody Murfin, Abigail Reed, Emma 
Chapman, Jessica Davey, Paul Evangelista, Catalina 
Iacoban, Darshan Sajeev, Callum Gentry, Mason 
Bettles, Oliver Smith and George Karamoa (Year 9).  We 
look forward to launching the silver award next year.  
 
Mr Lewis 
Headteacher 

One of the most important features of teaching and 

learning in any school is the way in which students’ 

work is assessed. Assessment allows a teacher to 

provide feedback to students on their work, enabling 

the student to make progress. 

 

At TAA we see it as a key part of our work to be aware 

of the latest research into what best helps students to 

learn, and much has been written recently about 

effective ways in which teachers can help students to 

understand the next steps they need to take in their 

learning. 

With this in mind, and from looking at the latest 

research, we have been working as a staff over the last 

few weeks to develop our approach to assessment. This 

has led to a number of positive changes, which will be 

introduced in classrooms from September. 

 

In order to keep you informed, and to help you support 

your child, we will be sharing some of the strategies 

and approaches we are using in the classroom in each 

of our fortnightly newsletters next year. 

 

We look forward to sharing more with you in the new 

term. 

a behind the scenes tour of Airbus. We saw satellites 
being built and quartz crystals being produced.  The 
sight of staff working in clean rooms that were cleaner 
than hospital operating theatres was inspiring.   
 
After the tour parents visited to hear about the 
programme and have an introduction to the Mars 
Yard and Mars Rover.  Students left excited about the 
year ahead. We look forward to sharing their 
experiences with you next year. 
 
Mr Lewis 
Headteacher 
  

TEACHING & LEARNING AT TAA 

AIRBUS FLYING CHALLENGE 

After a gruelling application and interview process our 
20 Airbus Flying Challenge students have been selected 
from the 70 Year 8 candidates.   
 
On Wednesday 10th July we visited the STEM Discovery 
Centre where the twenty week programme was shared 
with students.  During the 2019-20 academic year 
students will attend weekly sessions covering topics 
including robotics, team work, 3D printing and 
computer aided design.   
 
After a talk about the Mars Rover and a session 
programming mini-Mars Rovers, students were taken on 



ADECCO WORK EXPERIENCE 

From the 1st-5th July 2019, 3 of our Year 10 winners 

of the Adecco ‘Junior Top Talent’, George, Lily and 

Fiyin were lucky enough to go on work experience 

with Adecco.  Here’s an overview of what our 

students got up to over the four days: 

 

Day 1—UK & 

Ireland Head 

Office 

We arrived at the 

head office in 

London and were 

given our visitors 

badges to the offices. Stuart gave us a tour of the 

different areas and companies in the head office, 

such as human resources, the conference rooms, 

Ajilon, Spring and Modis. 

We were able to meet the President of Adecco, Alex 

Fleming, who we got to have a brief conversation 

with about the company and her job. 

Knowing that the offices were close to St. Pauls 

Cathedral and Tate Modern, we were able to 

explore the sights of the area from a rooftop. 

We learnt that teamwork is key in an office 

environment, meaning that communication and 

teamwork skills are good to have. As well as this, 

multitasking and prioritising are also skills that are 

required to succeed. 

 

Day 2—Adecco Offices in Stevenage 

Firstly on day two, we compiled some marketing 

retail packs using teamwork skills to complete it 

efficiently. 

We also put together some compliance packs 

which we had to photocopy and sort in a correct 

order to be put into a folder. 

As well as this, we had to find the phone numbers 

and emails of different companies to check for the 

employment history of new employees. 

We checked different files and folders of 

employees, and looked out for any unsigned or 

missing files, as well as looking for documents that 

were misplaced. 

Our last task was to check emails and phone 

numbers of companies to get references for new 

employees. 

 

Day 3—Retail & Ajilon Department in Adecco 

Offices 

The first thing we did on this day was sit with the 

retail team, and they showed us how they find 

employees for their clients. 

We also got to sit and observe an interview, as well 

as making notes about what the employee said. 

We then put together a PowerPoint slide to 

advertise a candidates’ skills and qualifications to 

Adecco’s clients. This had shown us how the retail 

team advertise to find new employees to fill job 

places. 

We also got to sit with the Ajilon team and learn 

about what they do for their job. Every person had 

a different role. 

 

Day 4—Luton Airport 

 We arrived at London Luton Airport and got our 

passes from security to gain access to usually 

unseen areas of the airport. We went through staff 

security and checked our items.  

 Then, we were lead through the many stairs to the 

duty free and restaurant area where we had some 

lunch.  

 We were then toured through the airport and got 

the opportunity to walk outside to view the planes 
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and how they are operated by the ground team.  

This showed us how the planes are turned around 

and pushed back. This also had shown us how 

important teamwork and communication is within 

the airport. 

 We also had the amazing opportunity to go up 

into the control tower and see how they 

communicate with the pilots as well as watching 

planes take off and land.  We learnt that even in 

an emergency, you have to stay calm to be able to 

do this job. 

Throughout the experience, we have all learnt that 

teamwork and communication is very important 

with any job role to succeed in the workplace. 

 There are many strands of roles in each area of an 

office (e.g. Financial and retail human resources) 

 Lastly, all the knowledge of the workplace and the skills 

required will stick with us when we enter the world of 

work, to ensure that we have the best opportunity to get 

our desired job. 

 

By George, Lily and Fiyin. 

We are saddened by the news of the passing of 

our oldest Old Alleynian Robert James who 

attended The Thomas Alleyne Academy between 

1930-1937. He passed away on the 22nd June aged 

102 years. 

  

Robert would always attend the Remembrance 

Day gathering outside the school, He not only 

knew most of the boys who fell in WW2, but also 

many of the families whose sons' names are on 

the pillars commemorating The Fallen in WW1. 

He could also remember the Memorial Gates 

being erected during spring and early summer 

1930, although he wasn't one of the school's 

pupils at that point. In November 1930 he was, 

and he attended the special Remembrance 

Service and Blessing held at the Gates as the 

whole school marched to the town service on the 

Bowling Green.  

He was one of the last of the former students who were 

at the school when the then brand new School Hall - 

which is now the Dining Hall - was opened in 1931.  

 

We send our sympathies to his family, he will be greatly 

missed.  

Robert James 1917-2019 



 



BUSINESS ENTERPRISE SPEAKER 

how businesses work in real life, and how we could 
potentially be entrepreneurs in the future.  

 

By Jack Rossington 
and Billy Robinson  

 

On Friday 12th July, Rebecca Meeke from Red Beagle 
(a recruitment organisation) came to speak to the 
Year 10 enterprise groups. She told us about how she 
started up her business and the skills and 
characteristics you need to become an entrepreneur. 
We learnt a lot about how the recruitment process 
works and the way the theory applies to real life 
situations. 

 

We thought that everything she taught us was very 
useful and it was a very good lesson. It also taught us 

TAPAS ‘TEECHERS’ AUDITIONS 

Following an extremely successful round of 
auditions for November's school show, 'Teechers', 
TAPAS is delighted to announce that we have 
TWO casts who will be performing. The standard 
was so high that Mrs Cowen and Ms Merser could 
only double cast this production.  
 
Rehearsals will begin on Monday 9th September 
and will be every Monday and Thursday (3pm - 
5pm). Cast members will need to check Show My 
Home Work for weekly call sheets. These will also 
be displayed in the drama studio. Cast members 
need to start learning their lines as we have a tight 

turnaround time to get our show ready. 
Performances will be on Thursday 21st and Friday 
22nd November (more details to follow from 
September onwards!)  
 
The Performing Arts team would like to wish you a 
wonderful summer! See you in September, with 
those lines learnt!  
 
Mrs Cowen  
Head of Drama 

Thank you to all parents and students that attended 
the art exhibition. The work on display was a credit 
to all the students that work here, and it was lovely to 
see not only parents but student’s aunts, uncles and 
grandparents.  
 
One of our Year 11 students said that she remembers 
visiting the school in Year 6 and hoping that one day 
her work would be in the art exhibition, and I am 
very pleased to say that over the years Finn has had 

several pieces in the exhibition and some amazing 
work this year that she did for her final exam. 
 
We look forward to holding a much larger event 
next year with a selection of work from the other 
subjects at TAA. 
 
Ms Gibbins 
Head of Art 

ART EXHIBITION  
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Upcoming Events 

The Thomas Alleyne Academy 

1 High Street 

Stevenage 

Hertfordshire 

SG1 3BE 

01438 344 344  ph 

www.tas.herts.sch.uk 

 

Thursday 5th September 2019 

 

Wednesday 4th September 2019 

Year 7 (08:30) & Year 12 (11:30) first day back 

Monday 2nd & Tuesday 3rd September 2019 

Staff INSET days 

Rest of school back & Year 7 & 10 photos  

TERRACYLCING! 

Don’t forget to bring in your pringles tubes, crisp 

packets, pens, batteries, nut packets and popcorn 

packets. Currently we have raised over £80 for the 

school from the donations, keep them coming!  








