
 HEADTEACHER’S UPDATE 
Welcome to the latest edition of our academy 
newsletter.  In this edition you can read about a wide 
range of opportunities our students have 
experienced such as: - the Year 11 GCSE Art trip to 
Cambridge where they had the opportunity to visit 
Curwen Press, a trip to RAF Hendon where 7 of our 
Year 10 students attended the MBDA Glider 
Challenge, and many other fantastic events that have  

been happening in and outside of school.  
  
This week we launched enrolment for the bronze Duke of Edinburgh award with our Year 9 students. Thank 
you to the parents who attended the information evening – we were overwhelmed with the number of 
students who want to engage with this excellent award and are delighted to have expanded to a group of 45 
students this year. 
  
We have now finished our welcome evenings for every year group – thank you to all the parents who 
attended.  If you have any suggestions as to how we can improve these events next year, please let us know. 
  
Mark Lewis 
Headteacher 
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RAF HENDON 

SPORTING NEWS 

Congratulations to Charlie Grayson who 

raced in the Standalone 10k on Sunday  

7th October. He completed it in an 

amazing time (see right) against all age 

groups.  

 

Keep up the hard work Charlie, it’s 

always great to hear how well you’re 

doing. 

On Friday October 5th, 7 Year 10 students accompanied 

me to RAF Hendon to attend the MBDA Reconnaissance 

Glider Challenge as part of the RAF100 celebrations. 

 

The challenge was to design and build a glider that would 

be able to fly a reconnaissance mission over a fictional 

combat area. As well as the designing & building, students 

(and the 3 teacher teams) would have to collect intel that 

had to be plotted on a map of the combat area and a suita-

ble flight plan drawn up that would allow a large number 

of points to be collected. 

 

MBDA took us through the history of plane design since 

the start of last century right up to the present day to help with our glider design. We were also treated to a 

tour of some of the new displays in the hangers at RAF Hendon, primarily the ones celebrating the centenary 

of the RAF. 

 

All the teams present had the chance to send their finished gliders over the combat zone. Points were awarded 

for the best design, most accurate intel plotting, best flight plan and the best actual flight. 

Whilst the Thomas Alleyne teams both had fabulous designs and flights they didn't win the challenge. I was 

delighted to be on the winning teachers team! 

 

We had a fabulous day and learnt so much about flight. A big thank you to MBDA Stevenage and the RAF 

Hendon Museum for putting on such a fantastic day for us all. 

 

Dr Ward  



ROMEO AND JULIET 

YEAR 11 ART TRIP 

Update from the Performing Arts Team! 

 

There's an excited buzz around school now that 

Romeo and Juliet rehearsals are well underway 

and it's not too early to book your tickets for 

either Wednesday 19th or Thursday 20th 

December! Be warned, this won't be your regular 

Shakespearean performance, so expect the 

unexpected with not only the modern 

approach, but the addition of a few well known 

songs to add to the overall effect! Cast members 

please be reminded to check the weekly call 

sheet for Monday and Thursday rehearsals and 

get those lines learned! 

 

Mrs Cowen 

Head of Drama 

The Year 11 GCSE students visited the Curwen Press in 

Cambridge last week “An educational Fine Art 

Printmaking charity formed in the 1990’s and now firmly 

established with a reputation for excellence in its field. 

The aim of The Study Centre is to preserve and develop 

the essential experience and skills that underpin the 

concept of the artist’s original print”. Our students 

developed a range of lino prints of natural forms based 

on the work of William Morris that they had been doing 

in class, and were able to add this to their GCSE portfolio. 

All the students enjoyed the day and came away with 

skills that they can use during their forthcoming mock 

preparation. 

 

Mrs B Gibbins 

Head of Art & Food Technology 



SIXTH FORM NEWS 
Welcome to the fortnightly Sixth Form News. Here you will find 

everything that has been going on in our fantastic Sixth Form 

Department and any upcoming events/dates that you may need to 

know about. 

September has flown by and we have undertaken many 
events to celebrate in sixth form; our students continue 
to be outstanding examples of resilience and 
determination as they take on new subjects and the 
challenge of independent study.  The adult world of work 
and managing time can prove challenging in Year 12, but 
it has already been such a pleasure to see new sixth 
formers continue to shine as beacons of excellence, both 
in their approach to work and study, but also in their 
unwavering commitment to our community.  They 
continue to demonstrate our values in all they do both 
inside and outside the classroom.  

 

Take Pride: McMillian Coffee Morning  

I was delighted by the response of Year 12 and 13 who 
baked and served at our annual coffee morning. Many 
thanks goes to Mrs Newbery and her team for organising 
this fantastic event and to staff who provided cakes. It is 
always an enormous source of pride to see our students 
use their energy and resourcefulness to ensure everyone 
enjoys this event. This year we raised over £580.  
Outstanding bakes for our raffle were provided by Mrs 
Durrance and Mrs Moulton. Our thanks also go to Mr 
Stephen McPartland, MP, for taking time out of his busy 
day to join us and chat to our students. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dates for your diary  

Thursday 25th October 

Barnwell Post 16 Options Evening 

Wednesday 14th November 

Thomas Alleyne Post 16 Options 

Evening 

Create and Succeed: The Guardian 
Journalism A Level Workshop ‘Make a 

Newspaper Front Page’ 

On Thursday 27th September we took our Year 12 
English Literature and Media Studies students to 
the offices of The Guardian & Observer Newspaper 
in King’s Cross, London.  The Manchester 
Guardian was founded by John Edward Taylor in 
1821 and was first published on 5th May of that 
year. The paper was intended to promote the 
liberal interest in the aftermath of the Peterloo 
Massacre, and in the context of the growing aAnti-
Corn Laws campaign flourishing in Manchester 
during this period.  Students were given tutorials 
about ‘page furniture’, how to report and editing 
processes, and learnt that the headline is the last 
title to be added.  The life of a journalist is exciting 
and all Guardian reporters bring their passports to 
work!  Students were given advice and guidance 
on post-graduate options available and the new 



apprenticeship schemes that will be available. Our day 
was absolutely amazing, our students were dressed 
immaculately in formal business dress and were given 
many compliments from staff. They created some 
impressive ‘front pages’ and headlines and were given A3 
colour prints of their pages together with a free Guardian 
newspaper, all of which are on display in the English 
Literature Department. Mrs Newbery, Outreach 
Coordinator. 

  

Take Pride: ‘World Space Week at North Hertfordshire 
College’ were delighted to welcome two of our Year 12 
scientists to support this exciting event. Students were 
given the opportunity to work in the college STEM 
centre. There was the slightly strange pleasure of giving 
electric shocks to the visitor’s hands -  as visitors held 
plasma balls. A ‘show and tell’ exhibition of the EXoMars 
Trace Gas Orbiter project was also popular. The Stories 
from the Star’s session was a wonderful sight as the night 
sky was projected onto the ceiling of the STEM centre 
during a talk about constellations. The exhibition hosted 
many child friendly activities designed to encourage 
children’s interest in physics and astrology.  

 

Aim High: We were delighted to receive information 
regarding work experience with GSK again for Year 12 
students. All Year 12 science, maths and computer 
science students are invited to apply.  Applications for 
GSK’s February Half Term 2019 Work Experience at GSK 
Stevenage are now open. Applications to be made online 
at: https://www.gsk.com/en-gb/careers/apprentices-
students-and-graduates/work-experience-placements-
and-internships/. During this 5-day programme students 
will take part in various simulated exercises and 
activities, meet and hear from industry experts and tour 
the site to learn more about the healthcare industry, GSK 
and their career options.  

 

Show Respect: Our thanks to Chloe, who is currently 
studying for a degree in Chemistry as a Laboratory 
Science Apprentice at GSK, for visiting sixth form this 
week. Chloe, who was a science student at Thomas 
Alleyne, came to give an enlightening talk about the 
advantages of gaining a higher apprenticeship at GSK. 
Her journey started as a Year 12 student where she gained 
work experience and she now leads a successful 
collaboration between the Thomas Alleyne Academy and 
GSK. The aim of the team is to train our Year 12 STEM 

students in the Li S (Leaders in Science) 
programme. 

 

Create And Succeed- A Level Business 
Students Preparing For The Festivals Of 
The Future  

Several students took part in a ‘challenge the 
young and budding entrepreneurs’ event. The task 
involved communication, lateral thinking and 
crafting as well as a bit of modelling. The 
challenge was based on festival wear.  Students 
designed a poncho that is stylish and works in all 
weathers for festival goers. To make the challenge 
more interesting and more difficult, they were 
given a time limit and a set amount of materials to 
create their product.  The second challenge was 
also about festivals: - students were given a 
criterion which was “40,000 tents are left at 
festivals every year,” and had to think of and pitch 
ideas of how to lower this number. Students 
worked together to present their ideas which 
ranged from giving the tents to the homeless, to 
having tent bundles so groups can stay together 
and they do not get wasted.  

The third challenge involved making a product 
out of left-over resources that are regularly found 
after festivals on the sites where they are held. The 
catch was that the resources had to have a new 
purpose. There were boxes, toothbrushes, toilet 
roll tubes and cd’s.  A social media campaign also 
had to be set up. One group of students created a 
drum kit with their materials while another group 
made a festival pack with the essentials every 
festival goer needs. An advertising campaign was 
set up and was 
amusing which 
effectively summed 
up the exciting and 
different lesson.  

By Scott Wenderling  

 

 



 

GRIEF, BEREAVEMENT AND 
SIGNIFICANT LOSS. 

It is not a subject we like to discuss, but sadly, part of 
life is losing people that mean a great deal to us, and 
that is a painful process. At Thomas Alleyne Acade-
my, if we are informed that a student is grieving, both 
Mrs Hayman and Mr Crowley offer bereavement sup-
port which students find comforting. Because it varies 
with individuals some students prefer to get through 
the sad times privately after the initial chat and dis-
creet monitoring, some need a few sessions to talk 
about their emotions.  

 

In addition, there is a lot of outside support to help 
young people get through their first experience of 
death. One of these is Timpsons. Most of you will 
know Timpsons across the UK, for its shoe repairs 
and key cutting, but you might not know how much 
they put into supporting vulnerable people. Here is 
what they offer for the bereaved  

 

Explaining miscarriage, stillbirth or the death of 

a newborn baby to young children (Child Be-

reavement UK) 

When a new baby is expected in a family, most young 

children will be looking forward to the birth as much 

as everyone else. Having to explain the death of an 

expected baby brother or sister is an incredibly hard 

thing to do. When deep in their own grief, it might 

feel just too much to have to start to think about what 

to say to a toddler or young child.  

 

The charity have produced a leaflet to help parents 

(and others) to deal with a miscarriage, stillbirth or 

the death of a newborn baby. You can download the 

leaflet  from : https://childbereavementuk.org/wp-

content/uploads/2018/08/Explaining-miscarriage-

stillbirth-or-death-of-a-newborn-baby-July-2018.pdf 

 

Grief Support App 

 

The charity have also created an app aimed at 11 - 25  

years olds, available on both iOS and android. The 

app has information about bereavement, grief, feel-

ings and how to help. There are stories from people 

affected, including short films written and made by 

bereaved young people. The app is also useful for 

friends, teachers, parents and professionals who 

would like to know how to support bereaved young 

people.  

 

Grief: Support for Young People (Google Play/

Android) 

https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?

id=bereavementsupport.childbereavementuk.com.gri

efsupport 

 
Grief: Support for Young People (iOS app) 

https://itunes.apple.com/gb/app/grief-support-for-

young-people/id883195199 

 

Winston's Wish 

 

Another useful source of support and information 

around bereavement is Winston's Wish. A useful 

summary of their support for children experiencing 

loss is here: www.winstonswish.org/wp-content/

uploads/2017/12/ww-0112-guideforpar.pdf 

 

Help autistic children and young people cope 

with death (National Autistic Society) 

 
It can be difficult to discuss death and bereavement, 

or help a child or adult with autism to cope with a 

death. Every autistic person, and their level of under-

standing, is different.   The NAS have guidance here: 

https://www.autism.org.uk/about/family-life/

bereavement.aspx# 

https://safeguardinginschools.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=efe032677d94ceba51dd39a7f&id=a5dc80e428&e=61d8e975a9
https://safeguardinginschools.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=efe032677d94ceba51dd39a7f&id=a5dc80e428&e=61d8e975a9
https://safeguardinginschools.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=efe032677d94ceba51dd39a7f&id=a5dc80e428&e=61d8e975a9
https://safeguardinginschools.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=efe032677d94ceba51dd39a7f&id=fa10f2aadd&e=61d8e975a9
https://safeguardinginschools.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=efe032677d94ceba51dd39a7f&id=fa10f2aadd&e=61d8e975a9
https://safeguardinginschools.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=efe032677d94ceba51dd39a7f&id=fa10f2aadd&e=61d8e975a9
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https://safeguardinginschools.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=efe032677d94ceba51dd39a7f&id=f0be784d78&e=61d8e975a9
https://safeguardinginschools.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=efe032677d94ceba51dd39a7f&id=e8cfff0d13&e=61d8e975a9
https://safeguardinginschools.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=efe032677d94ceba51dd39a7f&id=e8cfff0d13&e=61d8e975a9


Y10 Geography Field Trip 

Tuesday 23rd October 2018 
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Y8 Trip to Kidzania  

Thursday 18th October 2018 

Wednesday 17th October 2018 

Private Peaceful Evening Theatre Trip 

Thursday 25th October 2018 

Upcoming Events 
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Congratulations! 
  

Did you know we have sent 598 reward postcards home in 
the last month?! 

 
We hope you like receiving positive feedback from staff 

about your child’s work in school. 

Congratulations to every student who has received one 

and keep up the good work! We look forward to sending 

even more. 

 

Biometric Data Collection (whole school) 

Thursday 25th October 2018 

Year 8 Murder Mystery Day 

Friday 26th October 2018 

Year 7 Fright Night Disco—7pm 

Wednesday 7th November 2018 

Year 8 Parents’ Evening 


















