
 HEADTEACHER’S UPDATE 
 Welcome to the latest edition of our newsletter, packed 
full of articles showcasing the excellent work going on 
across our academy.  Included in this edition are a range 
of articles including our various science workshops and 
trips our students have taken part in, our whole school 
Alleyne’s Readers event and the work we’ve been doing 
with our partner school Roebuck Academy. 
  
On November 9th we held our annual Alleyne’s Readers’ 

event where form groups completed activities based around their reading of Michael Morporgu novels on the theme of 
conflict.  The quality of work produced across the forms was impressive with staff and students demonstrating how 
creative we are at Thomas Alleynes.  We hope all our students continue to read a range of books this year that broaden 
their understanding of the world around them. 
  
Following on from our successful Inspirational Womens event, today we played host to a group of men prepared to 
share with our Year 9 boys their careers and the paths they took to get there.  The work we are doing with careers 
education is really getting noticed in the wider education community and we are very proud of the way we are 
working with partners in a range of industries to prepare our students for adult life. Thank you to all the volunteers in 
our community who continue to support our careers education programme. 
 
Mark Lewis—Headteacher 
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DREAM CATCHER ASSEMBLY 

This week’s Dream Catcher assembly at 
Roebuck Primary School saw students from 
Thomas Alleynes showcase some of the 
work they have been doing in school and 
sharing the ambitions they have for the 
future. Each set of children presented 
learning they had worked on at school but it 
was obvious from their enthusiasm that 
these were areas that they had a real passion 
for, as each of the children mentioned how 
they spent some of their own time outside of 
school continuing their interests in these 
subjects.  
 
First up was Jack, who studies Biology, 
Psychology and Physics, and he talked about 
the psychology of sport and how that  in his 
spare time he does a lot of sport. He was 
then followed by Zander , who 
studies  Computer Science, Maths and 
Physics. He wowed the children with a robot 
that he made himself and he showed the 
children how he controlled it with coding 
using Python. In his spare time he 
mentioned that he  makes things using 
computer science. Finally it was Jemma and 
Lucy, who study Biology , Chemistry and 

It's nearly time for this year's school production of 

Romeo and Juliet! Tickets are starting to go fast, so 

in order to secure yours you can buy them via 

WisePay or from reception.  

Prices are as follows: £6 adults, £4 under 18s and £17 

for a family ticket (2 adults and 2 under 18s).  

Don't forget to bring your tissues as you'll laugh 

and cry at our updated version of this well known 

classic!  

ROMEO AND JULIET PERFORMANCE 

Physics. They  showed the pupils how static 
electricity could help light a fluorescent tube 
bulb by flowing through it, as shown in the 
picture below. It was no surprise that in their 
spare time they enjoyed doing scientific 
experiments. Just before the end of the assembly 
the students provided their  nugget of wisdom, 
which was something that all of them agreed 
with:, "If you want to do something don’t stop 
trying and do 
it." 



 

else; one example was a pair of goggles that became a 

drinks holder that strapped to your leg! We also had 

to design and model an outfit with only 2 bin bags 

and some string. There were some very clever ideas 

and a lot of fun. 

On the last day we made stop motion animations 

using Plasticene and Lego figures to explain the 

stages of coastal erosion that we had investigated the 

day before. Definitely some budding Nick Park 

animators in the making. After this task was the one 

which was probably the most popular – the panic 

rooms! There were five rooms with different tasks in 

each that had to be completed to be able to move on 

to the next room. These included solving puzzles and 

manoeuvring through a “laser” maze. It was great to 

see everyone work as a team and everyone had 

individual skills so it was a perfect team building 

activity. Then lunch and an hour’s free time before 

heading home – more Ninja Squirrels although a 

couple of us looked for the real thing as the Isle of 

Wight is home to red squirrels. 

It was a fantastic trip, with great opportunity to get to 

know some of our students better and they were 

great ambassadors for the school. Who would have 

thought work could be so much fun!? 

Mrs Pike 

On the 12th November I accompanied 13 Year 9 & 10 

students on a trip to PGL at Fishbourne on the Isle of 

Wight. This trip was organised by the AspireHigher 

team from the UoH. 

We arrived at lunchtime and after lunch and 

unpacking it was straight out for activities. We all 

attempted “the trapeze” which involved climbing an 

extremely high telegraph pole up to a wooden 

platform and then jumping off to grab a trapeze bar! 

We also attempted the climbing wall. Everyone had a 

go and surprised themselves with how high they got. 

After dinner was games night where we played 

ultimate Frisbee and dodgeball plus Ninja Squirrels!  

There are some amazing and very competitive 

sportspeople. 

The next day was a trip to Freshwater Bay to look at 

coastal erosion, learning how caves, arches, stacks 

and stumps are formed, and also learning about 

longshore drift.  Then on to Ventnor to look at the 

different types of coastal defences, how they work 

and how to cost them. It was estimated to be about 

£26 million pounds just for Ventor beach (which is 

man-made) and the harbour. In the evening was a 

quiz based on the million pound drop gameshow and 

tasks to be performed in between the rounds. There 

was a Dragon’s Den type task where each group was 

given an object and then tried to sell it as something 

Y9 & 10 PGL TRIP—ISLE OF WIGHT 

Stand By Me Children's Bereavement Support will, 

once again, be running our highly successful group 

programme, beginning in February 2019. 

The free 6-week programme is aimed at bereaved 

secondary-aged children / young people and their 

families in North Herts and Stevenage.  We have 

attached our flyer and we would be grateful if you 

could circulate the information to any families 

who may be interested in attending. 

For more information about Stand By Me please 

visit www.stand-by-me.org.uk. If you have any 

queries regarding the group programme please 

email info@stand-by-me.org.uk or contact our 

Project Manager, Karen Stanton, on 07469 255139 

STAND BY ME 



 

ALLEYNE’S READERS 

On Friday 9th November, every student in the 
academy spent lessons 3, 4 and 5 working in 
their tutor groups on an impressive range of 
activities based on ideas around conflict and 
resolution. This was inspired by our whole-
school reading of either War Horse, Private 
Peaceful, The Mozart Question or Alone on a 
Wide, Wide Sea, all written by Michael 
Morpurgo. 

Whilst reading their chosen story after receiving 
their books before half-term, our students spent 
time engaging with lots of activities, both in 
tutor time and in lessons, all focusing on the 
impact of conflict. This began with ideas 
covered in the Morpurgo texts as we discussed 
the experiences of all the characters during both 
WW1 and WW2 and what we could learn from 
this. We then looked at the wider issues of 
the impact conflict has on us today and we 
engaged in many discussions and debates 
around this topic. 

Following this work, each tutor group was 
then able to choose how to demonstrate the 
most important things they had learnt from 
reading their Morpurgo texts by devising 
their own projects to work on from lesson 3 
onwards in their tutor groups on the Friday 
before Remembrance Sunday. Projects 
included the creation of models based on the 
battles from WW1 or WW2, displays about 
scientific discoveries made during both 
wars, poetry and creative writing, war-
time radio features and even some 
useful activities to help our Year 11s 
revise their ‘Power and Conflict’ GCSE 
English poetry unit! 

Each tutor group was asked to create a 
display by the end of lesson 5 which 
could then be judged for first, second 
and third prizes per year group in a 
competition to win lots of house tokens. 

The entries were very impressive and the final 
decisions were very difficult to make. Franklin 
won the most prizes, earning an impressive 
240 tokens in total, with Newton achieving 160 
tokens and Darwin earning 80. Many students 
were also rewarded with a wealth of merits 
and postcards in recognition of their hard 
work during the event. 

This year’s Alleyne’s Readers event was 
another great success, with so many important 
lessons being learnt along the way, and we’re 
already looking forward to the programme 
again next year! 

H Russell 
Assistant Headteacher 

(T&L) 



 

of work, providing you with expert advice and 

information on your favoured career choices. If 

you are unsure, however, of the career path you 

would like to pursue, it also delivers accurate job 

suggestions based on your individual character 

and personal preferences, with a personality quiz 

designed to offer support and guidance into your 

foreseeable future 

 

By Emma Godbeer, 10F1 

On Thursday 15th November, most of Year 8 got 

chosen to go to the hall and do a lesson with 

Tomorrow's Engineers. Our first activity was to 

write down words that came into our head 

when we hear the word 'engineering'. Most of 

the students said cars because they thought 

about building and repairing cars but 

engineering is not only about building and 

repairing, is also about finding creative 

solutions and solving problems.  

 

After we had a great talk with the Tomorrow's 

Engineers man that came in for us, we moved 

on to the electric car challenge. In this 

challenge, we had to build a car and power it 

with a voltage box. That's when we knew we 

had to think like engineers. After this we built 

our cars in groups, and powered them. We then 

had to go to the start line and see which car was 

nearest the target. We could have powered it 

from 0 volts to 3.0 volts. We realised that if we 

TOMORROW’S ENGINEERS WORKSHOP 

powered it under 2.0 volts it would be too little 

and if we powered it 3.0 volts, it would be too 

much. So we had to figure out the right voltage 

for the car to get to the target.  

 

At the end of the lesson, we all enjoyed it and 

had fun. It was a privilege having the 

Tomorrow's Engineers man come in to our 

school. 

 

Diana Stemate  

Year 8  

On Friday the 23rd of November we were visited 

by select female representatives of STEM 

(Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths), 

where all year 10 girls taking triple science had 

the opportunity to give critical feedback on an 

upcoming app intended to assist you and 

thousands more with future career decisions.  

 

The app will be released next summer and will 

offer you the chance to take a step into the world 

STEM WORKSHOP 



SIXTH FORM NEWS 

Take Pride 
 
We were delighted to welcome our Year 11 
students and their parents to our post 16 
information evening on Wednesday 14th 
November. Whilst examination success is 
important in securing future plans, success can 
also be measured by students embracing our 
school ethos of aiming high in the careful 
planning of their next steps. We hope that by the 
end of the academic year our students will be 
confident in building their understanding of who 
they are and how they will make a positive 
difference to the world of work and education. 
Our thanks go to representatives from Barnwell 
School, North Herts College and Ms Pearce, from 
the University of Hertfordshire, who joined us for 
the evening. We are delighted that our 
partnership is able to offer students a range of 
post 16 courses, including A levels, vocational 
courses and apprenticeships.  Subject 
presentations were held in C block that enabled 
students to understand both the content of 
courses that they might consider after finishing 
GCSE’s and the career options. Ms Pearce and 
Mrs Newbery (HE and Apprenticeships Adviser 
at TAA) were also on hand to discuss university 
degree courses and how parents can help their 
children when choosing a path to higher study. 
We will be contacting Year 11 students and 
parents within the next few weeks to give them 
information regarding guidance meetings. Please 
return applications to the sixth form office by the 
end of November. Thank you. Mrs Lewis, Head of 
Sixth Form. 
 

Create and Succeed 
 
On Wednesday 21st November Laura from Herts 
Young Homeless (HYH) delivered a bespoke 
presentation to our Year 12 students about 
Independent Living and Finance. HYH is a 

unique charity in Hertfordshire providing 
services to support vulnerable people. Their 
focus is on preventing homelessness from 
education in schools and family mediation 
through to supporting 16-24 year olds in their 
first homes or caring for adults of all ages who 
have mental health issues and housing needs. 
Laura gave our students information about 
living in halls of accommodation at university, 
renting properties, insurance and how to look 
after yourself if living alone and the essentials 
required for sensible budgeting.  Our students 
were surprised at the amount of rent charged 
in the Hertfordshire area for a one-bedroom 
flat and the cost of living in general.  It 
certainly was an eye-opener for many of our 
students but extremely beneficial. Please visit: 
https://www.hyh.org.uk/  Mrs Newbery, 
Outreach Coordinator. 
 
 

Aim High 
 
On Tuesday 13th November 2018 I had the 
opportunity to shadow Emma who is studying 
Biomedicine at the University of Hertfordshire, 
for a day. During my tour of the University, I 
visited both campuses, the College Lane 
Campus and then the De Havilland Campus. I 
was given an insight and able to experience a 
typical day in student life, plus I was 
overwhelmed with the facilities available. 
Emma arranged for me to attend a workshop, 
lecture and practical for biomedicine, which 
gave me a much clearer perspective as to what 
the course entails. From my experience at the 
University of Hertfordshire, it has inspired me 
to further carry on my journey towards higher 
education, as the facilities are prestigious and I 
believe offers a wider scope for others to 
consider. My personal experience has now 
highlighted a more positive outlook to 

https://www.hyh.org.uk/


 

university courses provided and how they will 
benefit me towards my future career. It was an 
amazing day.  Thank you to UH for providing 
these opportunities.  Cat - Year 12 Student.  
 

Opportunities for our STEM 
students and Uptree  
 
A rich and varied complimentary curriculum is 
provided for all our students. However, today, 
Tuesday 28th November, the focus was on careers 
in STEM related subjects.  Our STEM students 
received an employability workshop and were 
asked to participate in a quiz entitled ‘match the 
job to the description’. All the students did very 
well and were informed of careers in Acoustic 
Engineering, Aerospace, Chemical Engineering, 

Electrical, Environment, Marine, Petroleum and 
Software Engineering.  Mock interviews were 
conducted with the advice and guidance from 
Kelly of Uptree, a professional networking 
company solely for students. Our students then 
had the opportunity of applying for a fully-
funded work experience day at MBDA in 
Stevenage.  Places for the event taking place on 
Friday 7th December are extremely competitive 
and we will know by the end of the week which 
of our students have been successful.  For further 
information on opportunities available through 
Uptree please visit: https://uptree.co/  Mrs 
Newbery, Outreach Coordinator. 

 
 

Last Monday saw Year 10 visit the Science in 
Action event at the Emmanuel Centre in 
London. This event is designed to show 
students that their science education is not 
based solely on exams, and that there are so 
many different careers and interesting 
vocations to pursue after the ‘school time’ has 
finished. 

On the day we saw a materials engineer 
highlighting the role she played at NASA, a BBC 
radio personality discussing the importance of 
hand wash, an astronomer praising the good 
work of the public, a physicist explaining how 
amazing reactions are related to the GCSE 
curriculum, and a ‘human guinea pig’. All spoke 
with real passion about their jobs and how they 
had gotten there, what things could be done to 
make a career possible and our students were 
motivated to think outside the box about future 
careers. 

A small section from a GCSE examiner provided 

the best techniques to revise and learn, with 
many students falling into the same traps. As a 
teacher of Year 10, I hope this got across the 
need to start revising now for Science, whether 
Trilogy or Combined, as the best techniques 
involve small chunks repeated often. 

One parent wrote in that her daughter was 
“really inspired and motivated by the speakers 
and found the information on revising and 
learning particularly useful”, which is exactly 
the feedback we wanted! 

I am looking forward to running the trip again 

next year, and hopefully the speakers are just 

as engaging and inspire our future GCSE 

students. Hopefully the London roadworks are 

finished by then! 

 

Mr Bagshaw 

2nd in Science 

SCIENCE IN ACTION 

https://uptree.co/
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Upcoming Events 

The Thomas Alleyne Academy 

1 High Street 

Stevenage 

Hertfordshire 

SG1 3BE 

01438 344 344  ph 

www.tas.herts.sch.uk 

 

Wednesday 12th December 2018 

Year 8 Samaritans Talk 

Thursday 13th December 2018 

Year 11 Presentation Evening 

Monday 17th December 2018 

Year 11 Guidance Evening  

Friday 14th December 2018 

Year 8 Snow Ball  

Tuesday 4th December 2018 

Year 10 Parents Evening (early close) 

PARENT/CARER REMINDER 

Attendance – Punctuality 
  
All students should be in school by 8.25am, with registration 
at 8.30am.  
  
Daily sanctions will be issued and logged for those students 
that are late.  If a student has attended a medical 
appointment, evidence will need to be provided when they 
sign in at reception. 
  
We thank all Parents/Carers for their continued support in 

ensuring their child is in school on time and ready for 

the school day. 

 

Mrs Stevens 

Attendance Officer  
















