
 HEADTEACHER’S UPDATE 
Welcome to the final edition of our academy newsletter 
for 2018! It has been a busy year so far, filled with many 
successes for our staff and students.  In this edition you 
can read about our incredibly popular Year 9 
inspirational careers events. Boys and girls have the 
opportunity to speak to a wide range of professionals 
with a view to helping them to decide on their options 
for Year 10. Mrs Humberstone has written an article 
about her popular trip to a London Mosque and I am  

pleased to report that our students represented the academy admirably. You can also read about a recent 
visit to see the West End show ‘The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Nigh Time’ which staff and students 
were hugely moved and inspired by. I enjoyed serving a fantastic Christmas Lunch on Wednesday; 
everyone was having a great time with musical accompaniment from our TAA Choir.  
 
Next week I will be presenting our latest selection of core values badges to students in our celebration 
assemblies.  I am always so proud to see students receiving recognition for their hard work and positive 
behaviour and I look forward to seeing many more students with badges on their blazers during 2019.  I’d 
like to take this opportunity to thank you all for your continued support of our wonderful school and wish 
every member of our community a happy, healthy and safe Christmas break. 
 
Mark Lewis—Headteacher  
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Teachings 
 
We explained that we had learnt the beliefs side of 
Islam and so the Imam spent most of our time 
explaining the physical activities of what a Muslim 
would, or at least should, do when needed: Praying 
five times a day, fasting in the month of Ramadan 
(exceptions are made for the young, elderly and 
pregnant), how the body is when praying. 
 
Contrast 
 
There are obvious differences between all religions, 
whether that be origin, beliefs and race , but the 
Imam was keen to tell us that most of the beliefs in 
all religions are all the same. Muslims, Jews, 
Christians all believe in the same God, as well as a lot 
of the same prophets and angels. There are only 
select and few differences. 
 
The End 
 
Overall the trip was an incredible experience, we 
were able to learn a tremendous amount and we are 
able to now see the connections between religious 
beliefs. I would like to thank the teachers who 
organised the trip and the people of the mosque who 
went out of their way to provide us with this 
opportunity. 
 
Andrew Southall 

My trip to the mosque. 
 
We pulled up to a stunning, gold and white building. 
Mesmerised by the gleaming dome we made our way 
to the entrance, where we met an incredibly calm and 
polite guide. Instructed to take off our shoes 
beforehand we entered the main prayer room for 
men. 
 
The Masjid 
 
Such an empty and basic room was used so not to 
distract people when praying. At the front of the 
room was a hollowed area within the wall, only big 
enough for a single person, and this is where the 
Imam will stand when giving a service. Above our 
heads was mainly a second floor, with a banister to 
look over, and to the Imam. In the we got closer the 
Imam’s area a magnificent, shimmering, 
overwhelming, and breathtakingly beautiful 
chandelier hung. Our feet were cushioned by the 
thick and immaculate carpet as we sat according to 
the engraved spaces for prayer, each space perfect 
size with adequate room from the person in front. 
The walls were very basic and bleak apart from one. It 
suspended woven pictures of the Ka'bah, made even 
more spectacular by the strands of gold that laced the 
picture. A few shelves were in charge of showing the 
many Qur'ans, translated into more languages than I 
can name! The main rooms of prayer are split into 
two floors for the two genders, this is for less 
distraction when praying and when in a service. 
 
The Imam 
 
The equivalent of a priest, the person in charge of 
running of the mosque. 
 
Being kind and informative, the Imam was very good 
at explaining some things of Islam that we had yet to 
learn. Having an exiting vibe maden him a joy to 
listen to and learn from. Answering all of the 
presented questions along the way, he showed us all 
of the rooms inside the mosque and what they were 
used for/ when they were used. It was a pleasure to 
have him as our guide and tutor. 

MOSQUE TRIP  



INSPIRATIONAL WOMEN AND 

MEN 2018  

Once again these careers events for our Year 9 
students were a raving success. For the alert 
amongst you, you will have noticed the change in 
name of the male event, from men@work to 
Inspirational Men. We became aware the different 
names were giving the impression men weren’t 
inspirational which we do not believe. 
 
The new name did in turn inspire more men to 
participate with our biggest year to date of 50 
Inspirational Men! 
 
All Year 9 students attended Inspirational Women 
or Inspirational Men. Split by gender we are able to 
inspire students by engaging them with 
professionals of their gender in a range of roles from 
apprentices to managing directors and CEOs. 
 
We always work to break the gender stereotype 
whilst helping students to sample a taste of the 
many industries and roles available to them when 
they leave TAA. 
 
With these events now being in their 5th year we are 
creating quite the pool of professionals engaging 
with supporting our students on their journey to a 
career. 
Several of our regular Inspirational Men and Women 
commented on how this current year group were the 
most engaging they have met, with some asking 
questions even our regular Inspirational people were 
taken by surprise. 
 
Danielle Wright who supported myself to found the 
Inspirational events has written an article which is 
included in this newsletter. Danielle is able to 
articulate the impact these events have on our 
students, and on the Inspirational people 
themselves. We appreciate the article Danielle has 
written, and her support in getting the Inspirational 
events off the ground 5 years ago. 
 
These quotes from new Inspirational Women and 
Men stands out for me as they sum up the feeling of 
all involved at both events: 

“It was a really worthwhile morning and some of the 
young men you have at TAA have bright futures 
ahead of them”. Farai Hallam, Senior Referee The FA 
 
“I attend a lot of ‘careers fairs’ at schools and this 
format is the best! It makes us (visitors) hone our 
pitch! We are inspiring the next generation in a few 
seconds! Clear, concise and succinct! 
 
The girls were really enthusiastic and asked good 
questions to find out about us and our roles! I 
particularly liked it when they asked “How much do 
you earn?” It’s one of many important aspects! 
 
I hope I got across that the subject of Maps aren’t just 
for Geography. They are in English, Science, History 
and even Formula 1 and Beauty & Hairdressing!” Alice 
Gadney, Director Mini Map-Makers lt 



On Wednesday 5th December the Year 10 and 11 
Drama GCSE classes (and a couple of lucky Year 9s!) 
got to go to the Piccadilly Theatre to see "The 
Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night Time". The 
play, adapted by Simon Stephens and based on the 
best selling novel by Mark Haddon, takes a look at 
the world through the eyes of Christopher Boone, a 
15 year old boy who has autism.  
 
The play opens with Christopher finding his 
neighbour's dog murdered and this sets him on a 
quest to solve the mystery; however along the way 
he finds out some things that lead him on a journey 
from Swindon to London, where both he and the 
audience, experience what the world is like through 
Christopher's eyes.  
 
The play combines a variety of acting styles, 
including naturalism, non-naturalism and physical 
theatre. The students (and staff) were wowed by 
what they saw and it has certainly been a talking 
point. The set design and technical aspects of the 
show were unlike anything that students had seen 

THE CURIOUS INCIDENT OF THE DOG 

IN THE NIGHT TIME 

before and it has most definitely inspired their own 
practical work as well as preparing them for their 
GCSE exam. Our next theatre trip will be in 
February, to see "The Woman in Black" at the 
Fortune Theatre, London. We will try to make sure 
that they aren't too scared! 
 
Mrs Cowen—Head of Drama  

ARTSMARK SILVER AWARD 

Artsmark is the creative quality standard for schools, 
accredited by Arts Council England. 
 
“Cultural education gives children and young people 
the opportunity to develop their creativity, both 
individually and collectively, and that's why our goal 
is for every child and young person to have the 
opportunity to experience the richness of the arts.” 
 
I am very pleased to announce that we have just 
been awarded the Silver Artsmark Award. This is for 
all the work we do in the academy to promote the 
arts. We began our journey last year, working to 

build stronger cultural links within our local 
community. We have had a broad range of 
successes over the year, some of which include our 
annual art exhibition, working with local primary 
schools, and our music and drama productions and 
events that we have put on over the past year. It is a 
testament to all the students and staff at Thomas 
Alleynes and the hard work and commitment to the 
arts and our cultural programme, that we have 
been able to achieve our Silver Award. 
 
Mrs Gibbins Head of Art & H&C 



INSPIRING THE FUTURE GENERATION 

The remarks of Thomas Alleyne’s Ofsted report 
(2015) state “Students are prepared very well for 
life in modern Britain, for the world of work and 
for the next stage of their education”. Having 
been invited to the recent ‘Inspirational Women 
Career Event’ where I had the honour of being 
one of the ‘Inspirational Women’, I couldn’t agree 
more. 
 
The event, set up in the format of a speed dating 
event where the inspirational women take a table 
and the girls come to sit with each woman in turn 
for around 3 minutes to ask questions about their 
jobs and their career paths, was filled with 
excitement from the moment the women began 
to gather, sipping their coffee and working out 
what they would say to inspire the girls. A 
common theme amongst our coffee conversations 
was how much we would be able to tell them in 
those few minutes we had. It was a challenge in 
itself to be clear, concise and quick with our 
descriptions, something I think many of us will 
take away and use again in our business lives, 
demonstrating the value of this event for both 
sides of the table. The girls had been provided 
with a small biography from each lady and so they 
brought with them well formed and sometimes 
surprising questions, one notable question that I 
found hard to answer was ‘what are the challenges 
you face in your role?’, a very mature and worldly 
wise question I felt, and one that demonstrated an 
understanding of issues faced by our wider 
society. 
 
Talking to the girls was fascinating because many 
of them had yet to decide what career paths they 
wanted to take and so asked the women in front 
of them about how they got in to that line of work 
and what their career path looked like. Many of 
the women, me included, told stories of starting 
out on another path and being determined to be 
successful in that job, but ultimately utilising 
their best skills, fell in to the jobs that they have 
and love now. I think this is a brilliant message to 
inspire the Year 9 girls with, sometimes you have 
a very set path in mind for yourself, you 
pressurise yourself and don’t want to be seen as a 

failure if you detract but actually when change 
comes you can thrive in those circumstances and 
with hindsight look back and realise you have gone 
on to do better than you ever expected. Women 
spoke about their qualifications, if they had them 
and how necessary or unnecessary they were to 
their roles, touching on areas where they had 
utilised the skills learned if not the subjects. It was 
amazing how fast the time went and how many 
girls we got to speak to in such a short amount of 
time. There was a wealth of career expertise 
present to the girls, from barrister to veterinarian 
and aerospace engineer to wealth manager. 
 
After the event some of the women continued the 
brilliant networking opportunity this event had 
provided and explored ways in which we, as a 
group of professional women committed to 
advancing the opportunities for the career women 
of the future, can work together moving forward. 
In the end, I think it was the girls of Thomas 
Alleyne Academy that inspired us ‘inspirational 
women’ and we only hope we have helped to 
prepare them for the important future choices 
ahead of them. 
 
“Success isn’t about how much money you make. 
It’s about the difference you make in people’s 
lives.” — Michelle Obama 
 
That is the feeling we all left with. 
 
Danielle Wright 



Thomas Alleyne have been accepted as a community 
collection point for the TerraCycle crisp packet 
recycling scheme. 
 
Very soon collection bins will be available at suitable 
locations within the school for students to put their 
empty crisp packets in. Once the bins are full, they 
will be collected and turned into pellets, which can 
then be used to make new recycled plastic products. 
 
The school will receive a charitable donation from 
TerraCycle for the items sent off for recycling. 
Please bring in your empty crisp packets -  NOT 
Pringle tubes, popcorn packets, pretzel packets or 
meat snack bags. Just crisp packets of any brand. 
If you can't find a recycling point please bring them 

up to the Science Department. 

CRISP PACKET RECYCLING SCHEME 

DESIGN MUSEUM TRIP 

On Tuesday we took 25 of our lovely aspiring engi-
neers and designers  from Years 9 and 10 to the De-
sign Museum in London. The trip was a great suc-
cess as our students had the opportunity to immerse 
themselves in the work of influential designers. The 
look on some of our students faces when they saw 
the original Anglepoise lamp and blueprint by 
George Cawardine was priceless.  

The museum is a great place to visit whether you 
have a interest in designing or not. It is also a place 
where you can see the evolution of everyday items 
such as mobile phones and how they have changed 
over time.  

The day culminated with a session on hands on de-
sign from a designer on responding to a variety 
of design briefs. Our students took to the session 
exceedingly well and did us proud with their re-

sponses and designs they collaborated on. 
We can't wait for the next trip in the Autumn 
half term!      

Mr Islam  - DT Teacher & Head of Year 7  



SIXTH FORM NEWS 

Take Pride 
 
As we look forward to reaching the end of a busy term 
and the prospect of spending family time together, it 
is with a sense of pride that we celebrate the 
achievements of our students. August results day 
seems but a distant memory but we are constantly 
reminded of the success of our previous Year 13 
students in the knowledge that they are enjoying 
university life and that those who chose degree 
apprenticeships are using the skills they developed in 
our classrooms to make a success of their professional 
lives. I see the value of our creative models of 
teaching on my many learning walks around 
classrooms where it is a pleasure to watch debates 
unfold. A successful sixth form lesson is often 
measured by the interplay of students and teachers, 
where ideas can be expressed and curiosity is fostered 
across different aspects of the curriculum.  Learning 
in sixth form does not happen in isolation and we aim 
to ensure that students can relate learning to the real 
world. I am always delighted to let parents know of 
the wonderful enriching experiences that enable our 
students to develop ambitions and the following 
information about our aim higher strategies are no 
exception. Mrs Lewis, Head of Sixth Form. 
 

Pearson Business School – Game of 
Student Life 
 

Pearson Business 
School, part of 
Pearson College 
London, delivers 
industry focused 
undergraduate 
degrees in business 
management, law and 
accounting. Part of 

Pearson is a FTSE 100 company. Last week Emily 
came to talk to our students about the undergraduate 
degrees on offer and entry requirements.  The 
uniqueness of Pearson is that they include work 
experience as part of their courses and placement 
opportunities, thereby offering experience as soon as 
students graduate.  Students then played ‘The Game 

of Student Life with a banker and were given 
budgeting and finance scenarios. It was a truly 
enjoyable (and eye-opening) morning. Mrs 
Newbery, Outreach Coordinator. 

 
Founders4schools – Chris Poulton 
CEO and Technology Investor 
 
Through our collaboration with Founders4Schools 
we have been able to source keynote speakers for 
our sixth form students.  Last Wednesday we 
welcomed Chris Poulton who is a civil engineer by 
profession and is now a successful investor who 
helps start small businesses.  His breadth of 
knowledge is extensive and Chris gave our students 
much valuable career advice. Mrs Newbery, 
Outreach Coordinator. 
 

Opportunities for our STEM students 
and Uptree - MBDA work experience 
 

Uptree is a 
professional 
networking company 
solely for students.  
Uptree visited us two 
weeks ago and 
helped our STEM 
students apply for a 
fantastic work 

experience placement at MBDA.  Only 80 places 
were available across three counties and 4 of our 
students succeeded in gaining a prestigious place at 
MBDA on Friday 7th December 2018.    Here is a 
testimonial from Declan who attended the day: 
“The day was great. It started out as an icebreaker 
session where in groups we all got to know each 
other through icebreaker activities. We then 
received a talk from a sales executive who travels 
across the world selling MBDAs products. He 
talked to us about the technology and the uses of 
the products. We then met apprentices and 
previous apprentices who worked at the company 
and gave us insight into what working there is like. 
We were able to interview them about the sector 



they work within where we learnt a lot about the 
work environment of MBDA. After this we were 
taken on an office tour. We were treated to a 
complimentary lunch then taken back to have a 
final group task were we worked in teams to 
design something that will fix a common problem 
lots of people had. We had 30 mins to do this and 
then present it to our group moderator. It was a 
remarkable and valuable experience.”  
 
Mrs Newbery, Outreach Coordinator. 
 
We would like to take this opportunity to wish our 

sixth form community of parents and students a 

very happy and peaceful Christmas. We look forward 
to bringing you news about sixth form senior student 

appointments in the New Year. 
 

Mrs Lewis and Mrs Newbery 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

U12 District 3rd Place 

Wunpini Abubakar 

Joy Musomba 

Adelaide Koramoa 

 

U12 District and County Winners 

Tyler James-Hays 

Ben McAree 

Ciaran Bonner 

Finley Wardell 

 

Individual Winners 

Tyler James-Hays U12 Gold 

Ben McAree U12 Silver 

Ciaran Bonner U12 Bronze 

SPORTING NEWS  

Congratulations to the U13 Girls Football Team 
for beating Marriotts 5-2 on a very cold 
afternoon, making this their second win of the 
season. Goals scored by Ruby Mugford (Yr7), 
Amy Page (Yr8), Rose Bigley (Yr8) and Lucy 
Baldock scoring 2 goals (Yr8). 
 
Training continues after Christmas for all girls in 

all year groups so please come along. The 

Stevenage Borough coaches look forward to 

seeing as many girls as possible to kick start the 

second half of the season.  

 

U12 Girls Bronze in District Indoor Rowing. 

U12 Boys Gold in District and Gold in County 

Indoor Rowing. This also included the top three 

performers from the U12 Boys category all 

coming from Thomas Alleyne Academy and 

earning their respective individual Gold, Silver 

and Bronze medals. 

SIXTH FORM NEWS CONTINUED... 
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Monday 7th January 2019 

First Day Back 

Wednesday 9th January 2019 

Year 11 Parents’ Evening 

Wednesday 16th January 2019  

Year 10 Aim High Evening  

Monday 17th December 2018 

Year 11 Aim High Evening  

PARENT/CARER REMINDER 

Attendance – Punctuality 
  
All students should be in school by 8.25am, with registration 
at 8.30am.  
  
Daily sanctions will be issued and logged for those students 
that are late.  If a student has attended a medical 
appointment, evidence will need to be provided when they 
sign in at reception. 
  
We thank all Parents/Carers for their continued support in 

ensuring their child is in school on time and ready for 

the school day. 

 

Mrs Stevens 

Attendance Officer  

ABSENCES 

There is a new email address for reporting 

absences - attendance@tas.herts.sch.uk with 

effect from Monday 17th December 

2018.  This is in place of the admin address 

that is currently being used.   


