
 HEADTEACHER’S UPDATE 
Welcome to the latest edition of our newsletter.  
  
Over the last two weeks we have seen a number of events 
focussed on keeping our students safe. Thank you to all 
the parents who attended our recent talk by Marilyn 
Hawes from Freedom from Abuse about keeping our 
children safe.  Marilyn ran extremely informative 
workshops with students, staff and parents during the day 
and provided us with hard-hitting and relevant 

information about the risks faced online and in our community.  The theme of safety was also shown by the 
student-produced film showcased at Stevenage cinema.  The film focussed on educating others about the 
dangers of knife crime and was commended by the police who had sponsored this event. Well done to all 
involved. 
  
Mrs Humberstone has also been working extremely hard to ensure we are showing respect to other cultures 
and beliefs as part of our annual series of Holocaust Memorial Events.  As well as live-streaming a survivor 
testimony, leading a trip to the Jewish Education Centre and running whole-school assemblies, Mrs 
Humberstone has also led primary school workshops at school to educate the youngest children in our 
community about the importance of tolerance and diversity. 
  
Mark Lewis 
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Some other Year 9 and 10 students also visited the 

Jewish Museum and then Northwood Synagogue 

where they were privileged to hear first hand 

survivor testimony from Marianne and Peter 

Summerfield. Further details of these events will 

appear in the next Newsletter. 

 

Jackie Humberstone 

Head of Religious Education 

HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL DAY 

Thomas Alleyne has hosted several events this 

month to mark Holocaust Memorial Day. Apart 

from thought provoking House assemblies, Year 9 

and 10 joined with many other schools in viewing 

a live streaming of Survivor Testimony from Harry 

Spiro. Harry, 89, spoke candidly about his 

experiences in the glass factory in Piotrków 

ghetto, then, amongst others, Rehmsdorf labour 

camp and Theresienstadt. Harry was the only one 

of his family to survive. 

 

Year 6 students from Fairlands, Roebuck and 

Martins Wood Primary schools visited to partake 

in workshops looking at this year’s theme for 

Holocaust Memorial Day – Torn from Home—and 

took part in a Postcard Project where they were 

able to write to survivors. 

 

 

As part of Herts police’s anti knife crime initiative Operation Edge, The Thomas Alleyne Academy and 

several other schools in Stevenage all made films, which were screened at Stevenage’s Cineworld on 

Thursday 17th January. 

Students were given the task of making an educational film, no more than seven minutes long, which 

were shown at other schools to inform young people about the dangers of knife crime. 

Speaking after the event, Stevenage Neighbourhood Inspector Simon Tabert said: “The judges were 

impressed by the standard of all of the entries and I hope we 

will be able to use these films further as part of our ongoing 

work to tackle knife crime.” 

“The standard of filmmaking was exceptionally high, and the 

students portrayed powerful on-screen messages.” 

Mr Gitto 

OPERATION EDGE—BEYOND THE 

BLADE 



IT’S A FACT—READING MAKES YOU 

SMARTER!  

the text, which over time will strengthen your 

attention span. 

 

 Reading reduces stress.  A recent study from the 

University of Sussex showed you need only read 

silently, for six minutes, to slow down your heart rate 

and ease tension in muscles. 

 

 Reading improves your imagination. Your 

imagination is your only limitation.  By reading a 

written description of an event or a place, your mind 

creates an image in your head, instead of having the 

image placed in front of you when you watch 

television or a film. 

How? 

 Reading makes you smarter.  Research 

shows that regular readers display greater 

knowledge and higher academic 

achievement.  Your knowledge allows you to 

be more interesting. 

 

 Reading develops your verbal abilities by 

introducing you to a more varied range of 

words. 

 

 Reading books improves your focus and 

concentration.  Unlike blog posts or the 

internet (where you are often distracted by 

the suggested content), reading a book takes 

being fully engaged and closing off the 

outside world and immersing yourself into 

TAA – Recommened Reads 

Year 7 students are reading ‘A Monster Calls’ 

by Patrick Ness in English this term.  If 

students enjoyed this book, they should also 

try: 

 

Bridge to Terabithia—by 

Katherine Paterson 

 

A Christmas Carol—by 

Charles Dickens 

 

Missing—by Catherine 

Macphail 

Year 8 students are reading ‘My Sister Lives on the 

Mantelpiece’ by Annabel Pitcher in English this term.  

If students enjoyed this book, they should also try: 

 The Heaven Shop—by Deborah 

Ellis 

 

The Bone Sparrow—by Zana 

Fraillon 

 

I am Malala—by Malala 

Yousafzai 

More challenging reads for older teens: 

A Change is Gonna Come—by Mary Bello 

How I Live Now—by Meg Rosoff 

The Rest Of Us Just Live Here—by Patrick 

Ness 

If I Stay—by Gayle Forman 

The Fault In Our Stars—by John Green 

Paper Towns—by John Green 

My Sister’s Keeper by Jodi Picolt 



 

parties. We had an excellent turn out from our 
parents and the feedback from the day has been 
overwhelmingly positive. Parents who attended 
were clear that they will be making changes at 
home as a result of the talk to ensure their 
children are protected. 
 
Thank you to those parents who were able to 
attend and support us in ensuring our students 
are kept safe through greater understanding and 
a raised awareness of the issues we all face in 
society today. 
 

STRANGER DANGER IN THE 21ST 

CENTURY 

On Monday 21st we were very lucky to be joined 
by Marilyn Hawes, CEO of Freedom from Abuse. 
She was with us all day, presenting to every year 
group during the day, followed by a session for 
staff after school and for parents in the evening. 
She addressed a number of issues around 
the challenges our students face both on and off 
line. She was also clear with the students about 
understanding the difference between a friend 
and a stranger, because this may not always be as 
obvious as you would think.  
 
The presentations were very powerful and 
definitely sparked conversation amongst all 

TASA  

Can you help? 

Known in most other schools and academies as 
the Parent and Teacher Association (PTA), TASA 
is a group of parents and staff who volunteer their 
time to organise fundraising events for the 
academy. 

Fright Night for Year 7 was hugely successful this 
year, but we were greatly saddened to cancel the 
Snow Ball, a Christmas disco for Year 8, due to 
poor ticket sales. We apologise to anyone who was 
looking forward to attending this. Our events are 
designed to be fun, and to raise money. TASA uses 
the money raised to enhance TAA for our students 
but TASA relies on the help and support of 
volunteers, and we are always looking for more, 
and for some original fund raising ideas. 

Our next meeting is Thursday 7th February at 
6.00pm to 7.30 pm in the Library, when we will be 
discussing what events we can organise for 
students and families for the coming year. If you 
have any ideas of what you could support us with, 
either by helping at an event or just attending, we 
would really appreciate your thoughts. 

Please email us at tasa@tas.herts.sch.uk, or come 
along to our next meeting where you will be most 
welcome. 

Christmas Jumpers 

It seems to have become an annual event to have a 
Christmas Jumper Day. We appreciate that with 
growing children this can be an added expense at an 
already costly time of year which makes it difficult for 
some families. 

If you have a Christmas jumper that will no longer fit 
anyone in your family after this year, we would be 
most grateful if you would donate it to us. This would 
mean that next year we could help out students 
whose family may find this added expense difficult to 
manage, and everyone can participate by wearing a 
Christmas jumper. If you are able to help, please send 
any suitable jumpers to school with your child/

children. 

Thank you 

Carol Hayman 



PEER MENTORING 

The Thomas Alleyne Academy peer mentors to 

celebrate their achievement in completing their 

training, discussing all aspects of the Peer 

Mentoring Programme, before awarding them 

with certificates and badges and congratulating 

them on their success. We are very proud of them 

all. 

Mrs Hayman 

Our current peer mentors were coached over 

several weeks in the Summer term on how to 

help support, guide and advise younger 

students who are having a few minor 

problems such as organization, making 

friends or coping with homework. The Year 7 

peer mentees have now been carefully 

matched with peer mentors, many of whom 

have themselves successfully overcome such 

problems. 

Having a mentor is a valuable support to 

younger students in the school, so we are very 

proud of these newly qualified mentors, who 

have joined with some Year 10 who undertook 

training and mentoring sessions last year and 

have chosen to continue with their fantastic 

work. 

Mr Lewis and Mr Woolley recently met with 

The Year 7 basketball team have enjoyed a good 

start in their group of matches this term, winning 

two and losing one narrowly by just one point!  

Ben McAree has been a standout performer scoring 

a number of points in each match and leading the 

team well with his extra knowledge and experience 

of playing. Other individuals are making good 

progress learning to play basketball competitively 

for the first time. The team has another three 

matches coming up soon and hopefully will 

continue being successful. 

 

Results: 

SPORTING NEWS 

TAA 18 - 19 Nobel 

Barnwell 17 - 32 TAA 

TAA 20 - 17 Marriotts  

 

Well done to our Year 7 Netball team who have also 

had a great start to the year—they beat Barclay 

school 7-2 on Wednesday 30th.  

Our U13 girls football team also beat Priory school 2-

1 on Wednesday leaving them undefeated!  

Well done to all our sports teams. 



SIXTH FORM NEWS 

spent the day at GSK as part of the above programme.  

They worked with apprentices and scientists and one 

of our own apprentices, Chloe who is a Laboratory 

Science Apprentice in Biological Mass Spectrometry 

whilst studying for her degree in Chemistry.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dates for your diary: 

 

Tuesday 5th February 2019—MBDA – Apprenticeship 

Opportunities talk – all Year 12 

Wednesday 6th February 2019  - Barnwell School Sixth 

Form Parents Evening (call 01438 222500) from 4.00 

to 7.00 pm 

 

Monday 25th February 2019—Year 13 Psychology 

Conference, London 

Wednesday 6th March 2019—Year 13 Sociology 

Conference, London 

Tuesday 12th March 2019—ALL Year 12 – National 

Apprenticeship Show, Milton Keynes 

Tuesday 26th March 2019—ALL Year 12 – UCAS Fair, 

Excel, London 

 

(Parents’ Evening for Year 12 students studying at The 

Barclay School: Thursday 4th July 2019 – times tbc) 

 

Aim High: Choosing a University Course 

 

Following our presentation from the University of 

Salford on ‘Choosing a University’ we invited our 

local university, Hertfordshire, to provide 

information to our Year 12 students on choosing a 

course.  There are over 140 universities in England 

and Wales with a combination of over 50,000 

courses and Ms Pearce, Outreach Officer, showed 

students how to find a course, what the entry 

criteria is, what mode of study each course offers 

including deferred entry and sandwich courses and 

how they are assessed.  Students were also given 

guidelines for maintenance loans, accommodation 

and living expenses.  Studying for a 3/4-year degree 

is expensive with most courses costing £9.250, per 

annum.  There are many other options for 

obtaining a degree such as sponsored and higher 

degrees and degree apprenticeships.  We will be 

delivering in–depth timetabled sessions for all of 

these as part of the sixth form complimentary 

curriculum. 

 

 Our STEM students have completed their online 

applications for Nuffield Placements and we hope 

to hear soon as to whether or not they have been 

successful.  Nuffield Placements are highly 

competitive but offer over 1,000 students each year 

(nationwide) the opportunity to work alongside 

professional scientists (including quantitative social 

scientists), technologists, engineers and 

mathematicians. Students in the first year of a post-

16 science, technology, engineering and maths 

(STEM) course studying at a state-maintained 

school or college in the UK are eligible to apply. 

 

Create and Succeed: LiS (GSK Leaders in 

Science Programme) 

 

On Thursday 24th January our Science Students 
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Upcoming Events 
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Monday 18th-Friday 22nd February 2019 

Half Term 

Thursday 14th February 2019 

Y10 Bright Sparks Concert  

Wednesday 27th February 2019 

Year 7 Parents Evening  

Thursday 14th February 2019 

Parent Forum 

Wednesday 13th February 2019  

Year 9 Parents Evening and Options Evening (early close) 

Don’t forget to read Mr Lewis’ 

weekly blog which is published 

every Friday on our website. Head 

to www.tas.hert.sch.uk/blog to 

check it out! 








