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Our ref: JLS/GNY 

26 October 2018 

Dear Parents, Students and Carers, 

Re: University/Apprenticeships and Post 16 Pathways 

Thank you for working with us to support your son/daughter over the last academic year. As we 

look forward to Year 13 we thought we would write to you with some guidance as to how we all can 

best help our students to achieve their target grades and ambitions. 

Year 12 Sixth Form Enrichment focused on developing the maturity and responsibility required for 

studying independently and making careful decisions about career pathways. Year 13 preparation 

for final examinations and securing placements for the next steps of education and employment 

may be a time of worry for both parents and students.  As part of the Year 13 study programme 

students are supported and guided through their applications in timetabled lessons. We therefore 

ask that, as parents, you are regularly discussing options with your son or daughter and seeking 

clarification regarding progress. Student anxiety and stress can be greatly alleviated with the 

support and guidance of parents.  If you would like further information regarding how parents can 

help please visit: www.ucas.com/parentform  this platform will allow parents to sign up and receive 

up to date emails, advice and guidance on progression to university. UCAS are the platform through 

which all university applications are submitted and stands for University and Colleges Admissions 

Service. Please also visit:  www.gov.uk/apprenticeships  or www.amazingapprenticeships.com  for 

opportunities and apprenticeship placements. 

If your son/daughter is considering progressing to university one of the most important sections of 

their university application is the personal statement.  All students have received bespoke lessons 

and resources have been issued to help them write a successful statement.  It is important for 

students to submit applications by the school deadline so we can set aside protected time for each 

student progress.  We ask that you support us in talking to your son or daughter about their progress 

with first drafts as many parents enjoying seeing the skills and ambitions that our students 

demonstrate through creating these statements.  Please do feel free to ask them to share this with 

you.  

Guidance on Student Finance and how to apply has also been delivered and we will be helping 

students apply for their tuition fees and maintenance loans when the Student Finance portals open 

in February 2019.  Parents can find further information by visiting: https://www.gov.uk/student-

finance  we encourage all students to access this prior to making decisions about university: 

https://www.gov.uk/student-finance-calculator   
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Although teenagers have a desire for independence they still very much need parental guidance 

and support. We therefore request that parents keep a watchful eye on the number of hours worked 

in part-time employment and recommend no more than 8-10 hours per week. Equally students 

believe they can manage their time, but we ask parents to be mindful of ensuring they all keep fit 

and healthy and get plenty of rest.  At this point attendance to all subject lessons is essential for 

both examination success and for employer references. 

Yours sincerely, 

 

G Newbery 

Mrs J Lewis/Mrs G Newbery 
Head of Sixth Form/HE-Careers Adviser 
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