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Business Studies 

Why Study A Level Business Studies? 
Business Studies will teach you about all areas of business including financial 
decision-making and solving business problems. You will also cover the following 
topics: finance, marketing, human resource management, logistics, business or 
entrepreneurship. The course encourages the practical application of business 
concepts by exploring and researching events in the business world and relating 
these to theories and practice.  You will study this subject at The Thomas Alleyne 
Academy. 
 
You need Business Studies at GCSE, grade 6 in order to take A-level Business. Several 
topics in the course are developments of work covered at GCSE, but many will be 
new. It is more important that you have a genuine interest in Business Studies and 

want to learn how a business is organised and managed. 
 

Course Content 
Business is a dynamic subject. You will learn about the diverse nature of business enterprise and the 
interdependence of the various parts of the business world. You will explore business success and business 
failure, investigate local, national and global business markets and understand businesses need to adapt and 
respond strategically to the changing environment in which they operate to survive and grow.  
 
In year 1, you will learn how businesses work. You will be introduced to marketing and people functions before 
investigating entrepreneurs and business start-ups. You will explore how business finance and operations work, 
and understand the impact of external influences.  
 
Year 2 moves from functions to strategy. You will explore influences on business strategy and decision-making, 
and understand how businesses mitigate risk and uncertainty.  Global business and the opportunities and issues 
facing businesses in today’s global world. 
 

Assessment 

The subject is assessed through final exams taken at the end of two years of study. 
 

Exam Board 

Edexcel 
 

Progression 
A level Business Studies leads to a vast range of careers such as business management, accountancy and 
finance, marketing, tourism management and international business. Business students can also progress to a 
wider range of careers such as banking, sales product management and general management.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 

Computer Science 
 

Why Study A Level Computer Science? 

The course has an emphasis on computational thinking. Computational 
thinking is a kind of reasoning used by both humans and machines. Thinking 
computationally is an important life skill. The study of computation is about 
what can be computed and how to compute it. Computer Science involves 
questions that have the potential to change how we view the world.  This 
subject will be studied at The Thomas Alleyne Academy. 

 
Computing / Computer Science is about designing new algorithms to solve new problems. In this sense 
Computer Science is no more about computers than astronomy is about telescopes. Many great challenges lie 
in the future for Computer Scientists to solve. This course, with its emphasis on abstract thinking, general 
problem-solving, algorithmic and mathematical reasoning, scientific and engineering-based thinking, is a good 
foundation for understanding these future challenges. 
 

Course Content 

The first year specification includes two units. Unit 1 is a practical, on-screen, examination which allows 
students to demonstrate their knowledge of the fundamental principles of the subject, focusing on 
programming through a problem-solving scenario using pre-release material. Unit 2 focuses on the hardware 
and software aspects of Computing and the social and economic consequences of Computing. 
 
The second year specification builds on this content, with Unit 3 focusing on computational thinking, what can 
be computed, programming and problem-solving including communication and networking.  Unit 4 is an 
internally assessed unit, with students required to complete a report on a computer-based programmed 
solution to a problem-solving exercise of their choice. 
 

Assessment 
The course is assessed through exams taken at the end of two years of study. 
 

Exam Board 
AQA 
 

Progression 

The course specification has been designed for students who wish to go on to higher education courses or 

employment where knowledge of Computing would be beneficial. One can study Computing and go on to a 

career in medicine, law, business, politics or any type of science. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

English Language and Literature 

Why Study A Level English Language & Literature? 

The A-level English Literature course is designed to allow students to think 
critically and independently around a range of iconic texts. Students will 
study a total of 9 texts over the course of two years. The specification 
provides opportunities for students to explore ideas recurring themes in 
literature through time by close analysis of the theme of ‘love’ in a wide 
variety of literary texts from a range of historical contexts.  
 
In the second year students are encouraged to focus on a specific historical 

period through the study of a range of texts written after 1945. There is also an opportunity for students to 
extend their study of literature by exploring connections across texts they have chosen, their awareness of 
critical methods for analysing texts and developing original variant readings as a result. Above all, the course 
exposes students to wonderful works of Literature for the sheer pleasure of reading. 
 

Assessment 
The subject is assessed through a combination of coursework and final exams taken at the end of two years of 
study. 
 

Exam Board 
 AQA 
 

Progression 

A-level English Literature develops a student’s analytical skills, enhances their ability to construct a persuasive 
and logical argument and improves their oral and written communication skills. As a result, the study of English 
Literature will compliment any future studies in the Arts, Humanities, Social Sciences and Law faculties at 
University, in fact all courses that require analytical and critical thinking. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 



 

History 

Why Study A Level History? 

The study of History is attractive to students who are fascinated by the past. It 

provides a broad, satisfying course for students and enables them to develop 

through independent thought, enhance their analytical skills and learn how to 

interrogate historical evidence. Students will need an enquiring mind, be 

motivated and be able to enjoy reading, essay writing, and sharing ideas.  A 

genuine interest in the subject is essential. 

Course Content 

Unit 1 - Tsarist and Communist Russia, 1855-1964: This is a ‘breadth’ study; this topic explores how people 

became disillusioned with the monarchy; causes of reform and how this contributed to revolution. It addresses 

the rise and emergence of the Communist dictatorship, assessing the changing role of leaders such as Lenin, 

Stalin and Kruschev and the changes that occurred to the political, economic and social conditions within the 

USSR. 

Unit 2 - The Making of Modern Britain, 1951-2007: This option provides an in depth study of the key political, 

economic, social and international changes which helped mould Britain in the second half of the 20th century. It 

explores concepts such as government and opposition, class, social division and social change. It encourages 

students to reflect on Britain’s changing place in the world as well as the interrelationship between political 

policies, economic developments and political survival. 

Unit 3 - Historical Investigation coursework: This unit requires the student to complete and submit an 

independently researched investigation; students set, research, investigate and answer their own approved 

question, culminating in the completion of a 4000-word project. 

Assessment 

The course is assessed by one piece of written coursework and two exams taken at the end of two years of 

study. 

Exam Board 

AQA 

Progression 

Students will gain a thorough theoretical knowledge of the subject which will enable them to progress towards 

studying History at degree level.  Alternatively, the study of History will enhance your academic profile and 

provide evidence of study skills and knowledge which will equip you with a sound basis upon which to study 

other subjects at degree level such as English and other Social Sciences.  If you choose to progress to 

employment after completing you’re a Levels, this qualification will show evidence of excellent research skills 

and an ability to understand complex theories and instructions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Media Studies 
 

Why Study A Level Media Studies? 
• Comprehensive and integrated coverage of media theory and 
practice. 
• Focus on new technologies 
• Covers audiences as both producers and consumers of media 
texts. 
• Production in both Year 12 and 13. 
• Opportunities for students to investigate what interests them. 
• Choice of cross-media studies. 
• Prepares students for progression into work or higher 
education in a range of media-related areas. 
 

Course Content 
The first year of A Level study will include two units. 

Investigating the Media (Unit 1), which requires candidates to carry out a cross-media study for an unseen 
examination.  
 
Creating Media (Unit 2), during which candidates will produce two media productions in two of the three 
different media platforms, with an evaluation of the productions, including a consideration of the use of the 
third media platform. 
Both unites require candidates to look at cross-cultural issues where appropriate. 
 

Areas Covered: 
 
Media Concepts 
• Media Forms 
• Media Representations 
• Media Institutions 
• Media Audiences 
 
Media Platforms 
• Broadcasting 
• Digital/web-based media (e-media) 
• Print 
 

Assessment 
The subject is assessed through a combination of coursework and final exams taken at the end of each 
academic year. 
 

Exam Board -  AQA 

 

Progression 
The skills developed in Media Studies will provide students with a wide range of career and further education 
opportunities. Students of Media Studies are equipped for a range of employment opportunities including 
Media planner, Multimedia specialist, Programme researcher, broadcasting/film/video, Public relations officer, 
Producer, Journalist, Market Researcher and Advertising account executive. The skills developed at A level 
include research, critical thinking, creativity, cultural awareness and use of a range of media platforms and are 
not just applicable to the Media industry but are greatly valued by any employer. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Psychology 
 

Why Study A Level Psychology? 

Psychology involves the study of mental processes and behaviour in the context of 

real life experiences. This course is for those who have an enquiring mind, like to 

discuss and wish to gain an understanding of how humans develop and interact 

with each other.  You will also develop a range of skills which will help you to think 

critically. Psychology is not just an academic subject; it’s a life-skill. 

Course Content 
In their first year students will study 

Social influence (why we conform, obey, sometimes resist and how to bring about 
social change) 
Memory: (how our brain remembers, why we make bad eye-witnesses to crimes and 
how to improve memory) 
Attachment (why we become attached to a parent, what happens if we do not and the 
effect of day-care on development) 
Psychopathology (how to define mental illness, what causes mental illness and how to 
treat it) 
Approaches in Psychology (the schools of thought that have shaped psychological 
theory) 
Research Methods (the methods used by psychologists to investigate behaviour and 
the techniques used to analyse the results) 
In their second year students will look at Biopsychology: How does the brain work? 
How do we study the brain? Issues and debates in Psychology: Are Psychological 
studies biased in any way?  
 

Students will also study three additional units from the below list.  
1. Relationships, Gender, or Cognitive Development 
2. Schizophrenia, Eating Behaviour, or Stress 
3. Aggression, Forensic Psychology, or Addiction 
 

Assessment 
Assessment consists of three final exams taken at the end of two years of study. 
 

Exam Board – AQA 

 

Progression 

Psychology offers you a number of widely applicable and also provides useful training for a range of careers. 
These include market research, social work, teaching, nursing, advertising, sales, media and broadcasting, 
personnel management and even the Police and the Armed Forces. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 

Sociology 
 

Why Study A Level Sociology? 
These subject enables candidates to: 
•Acquire knowledge and a critical understanding of contemporary 
society. 
•Understand sociological theories and a range of research methods. 
•Reflect on their own experience of the social world in which they 
live. 
•Develop thinking and debating skills which will enhance their 
ability to participate more effectively in adult life. Students engage 
in active learning through discussions, debates and activities. 

Sociology classes are lively places where you will be free to express ideas and consider different viewpoints. 
There will be weekly homework and research tasks to underpin and develop understanding. 
 

Course Content 
The course consists of four units studied across two years. 
1. Education with Theory and Methods: Candidates will study the policies and theories relating to 
education as well as learning about sociological research methods. 
2. Families and Households: We will study the relationship of the family to social structures and social 
change and the policies and theories relating to these.  
3. Globalisation: We will be looking at the forces of globalisation and how they shape our lives, including 
trade, aid, debt and cultural factors, the role of transnational corporations and governments. War and conflict 
are also examined. 
4. Crime and Deviance with Theory and Methods: We will be studying patterns and social explanations 
of crime, deviance, social control and studying theories and methods relating to these areas. We will also be 
setting crime in a global context with human rights and environmental issues. 
 

Assessment 
The course will be assessed by three two hour papers worth 33% of the A-level marks each, involving a mix of 
short questions and long essays. 
 

Exam Board 
AQA 
 

Progression 
Sociology offers you a number of useful skills and also provides training for a wide range of careers. These 
include market research, public relations, social work, teaching, advertising, sales, media and broadcasting, 
personnel management and even the Police and the Armed Forces. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 

Physics 
 

Why Study A Level Physics? 
Physics is the natural science that studies matter and its motion and behaviour through 
space and time and that studies the related entities of energy and force. Physics is one of 
the most fundamental scientific disciplines, and its main goal is to understand how the 
universe behaves 
 
 

 

Course content 
 
Year 12 
 
• Particles and radiation 
• Waves and optics 
• Mechanics and materials 
• Electricity 
• Skills in AS physics 
 
Year 13 
 
• Further mechanics 
• Thermal physics 
• Gravitational and electric fields 
• Capacitors 
• Magnetic fields 
• Nuclear physics 
 
Optional units [1 chosen] 
 
• Astrophysics – Students traditionally follow this option but others can be offered 
• Medical physics 
• Engineering physics 
• Turning points in Physics 
 

Exam Board 
AQA 
 

Progression 
Students will develop skills that will enable them to increase Mathematical prowess, think analytically with the 

ability to write and follow instructions for others; think outside one topic box to draw together knowledge from 

all topics to solve problems; tabulate data logically. 

 


